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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on sero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in tae Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others comected with aviation. 

Siete! @) Oo or 


LONG-RANGE ATRPLAUES 


The long-range airolane will form the 
future basic element of this country's 
air force and give the United States 
its most flexible defense against an; 
challenge from the ocean declared Brig. 
Gensral Frank M. Andrews, Chief of the 
General Headquarters Air Force, at the 
annual aerial membership roundup dinner 
of the Indiana Denartment of the 
American Legion at Indianapolis on the 
evening of May lst, last. 

General Andrews end scores of other 
prominent figures in the aeroncutical 
world and civic and government leaders 
were guests of Frank N. Belgrano, Jr., 
National Legion Commander, at tle 
Indianapolis Athletic Club. 

Stating that the responsible authori- 
ties of the War Department are fully 
alive to the importance of military 
aviation and to the requirements for 
the organization, equipment and control 
of the air force, Generai Andrews brief- 
ly outlined the measures which were in- 
stituted by the War Department to ef- 
fect the creation of the G.H. Air 
Force, following the approval by the 
Secretary of War of the report of the 
Special War Department Committee headed 
by the Hon. Newton D. Baker. The pro- 

ram contemplated eventuslly a force of 

<Q planes for ali purposes, including 
combat, observation, training, cargo 
and transport, the GHQ Air Force to be 
eget pped with 980 planes, made up of 
all air combat units in the continental 
limits of the United States, 1a one com- 
mand directly under the Chief of Stair 
in time of peace, and of the commander 
of the Field Forces in war. 

Four field armies, with the GHQ Air 
Force, will constitute the main combat 
elements of our war forces. The four 
amies must of necessity be skeletoniz~ 
ed in peace and brought uc to fuli 
strength as quickly as possible when. 
mobilization is ordered. 

"The Air Force cannot be improvised 
after war is imminent," General Andrews 
stated. "It takes years to build bases 
and airplanes and to train personnel. 

ie War Department has, therefore, 
adopted the policy of maintaining the 
Air Force at all times in a state of 
readiness for war. 

In any war between modern powers an 
Air Force phase will precede the con- 
tact of the ground forces. The outcome 
o¢ this pane will be very important. 
The dir Force phase will consist iarge- 
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{OST FLEXIBLE DEFENSS 


ly of independent air operations, i.e., 
ps io gn of the GHQ Air Force acting 
alone or as the principal force in the 
erformance of the mission assigned by 
he Commander-in-Chief of the Field 
Forces. These independent air opera~ 
tions will normally be beyond the sphere 
of influence of the surface forces of 
the ground or of the sea. They comprise 
such cperations as attack on enemy avia- 
tion and aviation bases; attack on hos- 
tile naval forces; on choke points in 
lines of communication, such as railway 
ana highway bridges, canal locks, rt 
facilities; attack on troop concentra- 
tions and on war industrial activities, 
etc. 

Of course, if an enemy Air Force 
should be able to establish itself on 
bases or has available bases from which 
it can onerate against the United 
States, it will attempt to carry out the 
same class of nissions, particularly the 
attack of refineries and factories en- 
gaged in the production of munitions, 
and the attack of power plants and other 
utilities. 

It can be readily seen that the most 
importent operation for the United 
States Army dir Force is to defeat the 
enemy aviation. This is ordinarily best 
accomplished by attacking enemy air 
bases. One destroys an obnoxious flying 
yest through the destruction of its 
breeding or roosting places. Without 
bases an air force cannot operate. 

Qur GH) Air Force, to carry out tts 
function, must also have yeomereye bases. 
The more bases, the more Tlexible the 
operations, but as a mininnm requirement 
there should be base facilities in every 
etrategts area. 

The Wilcox Bill, which has been favor- 
ably reported out of the House Military 
Affairs Committee, provides these air 
bases and certain other necessary auxil- 
fary establishments. It has the indorse- 
ment of the War Department eng its enact- 
ment into law would add greatly to the 
effectiveness of the air defenses of the 
United States in war, and facilitates 
air training in peace. It deserves uni- 
versal support." 

Outlining briefly the functions of 
Bombardment, Pursuit and Attack Aviation, 
General indrews stated that these branch- 
es of aviation must have information uron 
which to base their operations. <Accora- 
ingly tuere are proviced a few Squadrons 
of long-range observation, whose dut 
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is to locate and check up on likely tar- 
gets for the bombardment and attack. 

Certain supplies and key personnel . .. 
must be quickly transported to operating 
air units as required. Cargo and trans- 
port airplanes look after some of the 
more urgent supply and personnel trans- 
port problens. 

Asserting that the Aray air defense 
organization which the War Department is 
building is far from complete, General 
Andrews goes on to say that time and 
money and hard work are necessary before 
the United States will have an effective 
air defense. At the present time it is 
ont; getting under way. 

or example," he said, "the GHQ Air 
Force has assigned to it about 450 air- 
planes of all types, less than half its 
980 set ce in the program. Of the 450, 
oniy about 176 are modern and suitable. 

The shortage in commissioned personnel 
pe another serious problem. The 

HQ Air Force alone will require when 
conipletely equipped with airplanes about 
1900 trained pilots, navigators and ob- 
servers. Today there are available to 
GHQ units for these duties about 500 
Regular officers, Reserve officers and 

Flying Cadets. Similar conditions exist 
in other Air Corps activities. Base fa- 
cilities are inadequate and more are 
needed. : 


However, there are bright spots in the | 


outlook - it is not all dark. During 
the next 18 months for instance, a con- 
siderable number of modern combat air- 
craft will be delivered to the Air Corps 
€qual or sunerior to anything in the 
world. In the year following that,still 
more, but it should be noted that these 
deliveries are sufficient to provide re- 
placements only for worn out and useless 
airplanes. They are not sufficient to 
build up to the number of aircraft re- 
quired by the approved progran. 

This program was recommended by the 
Baker Committee as a minimum for air de- 
fense purposes. It should be met ina 
reasonable length of time to provide 
adequate National security. For Army 
aviation, when it is ceartetely organiz- 
€d and equipped will afford a defense 
weapon of primary importance for the 
prevention of any oversea invasion of 
the United States or its possessions. 

As time goes on, the increasing range 
of this extraordinary form of easily © 
controlled fire vower will dictate new 
éir defense frontiers and larger spheres 
of influence for military aviation. Our 
efforts, therefore, should be to extend 
‘ne radius of our aircraft to the effec- 
tive maximum technically practicable, 
™t for the purpose of making the air- 
Eiane a vehicle of aggression, but. 
rather to subject an aggressor to this 
>Orm of our defense as far from our 

Moues aS Lossible, and to realize to the 
fuliact tae defensive capabilities of 


‘ 














land-based military aviation. 


We are not an aggressor nation. Our 
national policy of defense is well knom 
and is responsible in no small degree 
for the mutual respect and confidence 
existing among the nations of North 
Amsrica. Unfortunately for world peace, 
reverse conditions exist in Burope and 
Asia. I think you will all agree with 
me that the aims and ideals of our armed 
forces, including military aviation, fit 
harmoniously into the social and econon- 
ic will of the nation for defense and 
toward the prevention of war. But not- 
withstanding this and the fortunate sit- 
uation existing, in our continent, expe- 
rience has shown us that we may easily 
becowe involved in world conflicts. We 
have no assurance that in our next war 
the battle ground will be on foreign 
soil. It is for every contingency thai 
Ww Ss epare. 

‘ieceneet ant military development of 
the air and science of aviation in the 
world has advanced at a_rapid rate, and 
now foreshadows the early production of 
heavy aircreft, with ranges of several 
thousand miles and with large, useful 
loads. For military aircraft, armament, 
ammunition, high explosives and authori: 
ec chemicals constitute this load. Range 
will be convertible into armament and 
vice versa. With sufficient bases, 
weather, oceans, and other natural ob- 
stacles form no effective barriers to 
the operation of these long-range air- 
craft. Their destructive potentiality 
is tremendous. A few such planes could 
carry in one load all the weight of ex- 
nlosives thet were dropved on London 
during the World War. : 

Is it any wonder that the nations of 
Europe, with their nationalistic rival- 
ries and political conflicts, live in 
constant fear of air raids, and seek , 
protection by building up their aviation 
arms and by forming air alliances? These 
nations, as well as our own, realize 
that the only adequate answer to air at- 
tacks is the airplane. 

It is the long-range airplane with a 
radius extending several thousand miles 
in any direction that, I believe, will, 
form the future basic element of our alt 
force and that will give to the United 
States its most flexible defense against 
aay challenge from over the oceans. | 

The airplane has greatly increased the 
destructive power of military arms to 
the extent that a physical conflict be- 
tween great nations might well prove to 
be so devastating that its prolonged 
prosecution would be a major catastromhe 
anc, therefore, it is aviation perhaps 
more than any other power, which I be- 
lieve will tend to discourage another 
World War. F 

I think that the continued development 
of a vehicle of mechanical transporta- 


tion and military power of such possibil- 
a- V-6787, A.C. 
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ities as the airplane, will, in all pro- 
bability, prove revolutionary in its in- | 
fluence on political alliances and com- 
binations thasacicut the world, and on 
international trade policies and treaties. 
I am convinced, therefore, that the 
development of this new instrament of | 
peace Will continue to have an increas- 
ing influence upon our National security 


and commerce, and consequently upon the 


security and welfare of every mdividual. 
The program of 2320 airplanes recom- 


mended by the Baker Committee and Dy the 


War Denartment is certainly a reascn- 
able objective for the Army Air Corps, 
and is an insurance policy against war- 
fare upon which I believe our people 
would ve glad to pay the premiums." 


-==000--- 


ANOTHER ERRAITD OF 


Suffering a serious throat ailment, 
Rosendo Jurado, Panamanian lawmaker and 
political leader in the province of 
Bocas, was rushed from Bocas del Toro 
to Panama City in an Army amphibian on 
April cénd last. He was taken to the 
Santo Tomas Hospital shortly after 4:00 
o'clock and was scheduled to undergo an 
operation immediately. On the morning 
of April end, Enrique A. Jimenez, Sec- 
retary of the Department of Finance, re- 
ceived a telegram from Governor Selles 
of Bocas, as follows: 

"Jurado gravely ill. Try to send 
hydroplane +o rush him to Panama. 
President also advised today. Advise 
us of departure of plane and notify 
Dr. Brin." 

An Army Amphibian, piloted by Major 
Willis R. Taylor, of France Field, who 
was accompanied by Cavtain Warren M. 
Scott and Lieut. Cecil Henry, left for 
Socas del Toro in the morning and at 
4:00 p.m. landed at Albrook Field, bear- 
ing the sick man. Mr. Jurado was trans- 
ferred to an ambulance and rushed to the 





Santo Tomas Hospital. Dr. Bin examined 


MERCY IN PANAMA 


him immediately and decided to operate 
at once. The plane was met at Albrook 
Field by Mr. Jimenez and Dr. Brin. The 
following letter was received from the 
American Minister to Panama by Major 
General H.B. Fiske, the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Panama Canal Devartment: 


Legation of the 
United States of America 
Panama, April 23, 1935. 


My dear General Fiske: 

The ifinister for Foreign Affairs today 
expressed deep anpreciation for the use 
of the Army airolane yesterday in bDring- 
ing Senor Rosendo Jurado to Panama from 
Bocas del Toro. Doctor Arosemena asked 
ne to transmit his most appreciative 
thanks, and those of his Goverment, to 
you and to the officers of your command 

who were instrunental in this errand 
of mercy’. 

I am, my dear General Fiske, 

Very sincerely yours, . 
Sea.) George T. Summerlin. 


-=-009--- 


WIDESPREAD AIR BOMBARDMENT CONTEMPLATED BY EUROPEAN ‘POWERS 


The Editor of the "Manchester Guardian 
Weekly" iaciond) writes in the April 
l2eth issue an cditorial "Wings Over 
Europe." An extract from this editorial, 
referring to European wars, is as 
follows: 

"What vart is the aeroplane likely to 
flay in them? There are two views. One, 
to which General vcn Seecht has given 
his support, is that the primary objec- 
tive of each air force would be to de- 
Stroy that of the enemy. The other, of 
Which an early protagonist was the late 
Italian General Douhet, is that air 
power should be ewployed directly against 
Vital centers on enemy soil. The latter 
view is that held by almost every general 
Staff in Europe, including our own. Mr. 
saurent Eynac, the former French Air 
Minister, said in the Ghamber last. week 
that the war functions of the French Air 

Orce would be both to 'disorggnize the 
Mobilization and concentration of eneny 
troops! and to ‘demoralize the civilian 
Population.' What European Air Minis- 
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try would deny that its object is the 
same? 

Thanks to the aeroplane, the mobiliza-~ 
tion of enormous masses of fighting men 
will not be easy. Air power will strike 
at the very outset of a future campaign. 
Mobilization centers, ammunition depots, 
railway junctions, power stations, road, 
rail, and river bridges far behind the 
lines will be subjected to a continuous 
bombardient. Everything will be done to 
cut lincs of supply and communication 
and ‘xeep them out. Anti-aircraft cefense 
will doubtless be organized. Fut since 
in a war of ‘areas' and not of 'fronts' 
the advantage is throughout with the at- 
tacking air force no large success by 
the defense can be expected. 

ee ao 

At Hamilton Field, Calif., there are 
over 40 vacancies in the grade of PRIVATE 
mainly in the 69th Service Souadron and 
Station Complement. Preference forthese 
enlistments will be given those withcle- 








rical background, although a few fine 
mechanics can always be utilized. 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THA GiNERAL HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE 


In an article under the above subject 
in the May issue of U.6. Ata SLRViCsS, 
Lieut.-Colonel John D. Reardan, Air 
Corps, Chief of the information Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, after pointing out that the Arry 
prior to March 1, 1925, had no unifisd 
command to operate all its combat units 
in the continental United States, stated 
that it has been clearly seen right 
along that the earliest mission a 
nation's air defense will ve called upon 
to perform is that of meeting and com- 
bating an enemy's air ettack. Air power 
has greatly lessened the time required. 
by an aggressive nation to launch en ef- 
fective attack. In the event the ration 
on the defensive has no well organized 
air power of its own, air attacks can be 
readily directed against its vower 
olants, water supolies, bricges, tan: 
farms and similar nerve centers of in- 
dustrial and economic life. 

Unless our country's air units for the 
conduct of a defense against such an air 
attack are under a unified commend which 
trains them for their duties in war and 
prepares the plans whereby they will 
carry out such duties, little hope can 
be entertained for a successful resist- 
ance against these early eir attacks. 
Therefore, the Var Department effected 
the organization on Merch 1, 1925, of 
the GHQ Air Force, with headquarters at 
Langley Field, Va. 

A great amount of detailed analytical 
study lies behind the action taken by 
the War Department in thus organizing 
the GHQ Air Force. It has long been 
evident that to be of maximum effect on 
the conduct of a war, air operations 
must be nroverly coordinated with the 
general strategy of the war; and that a 
unified air effort offers the sreatest 
hope of securing important results. The 
Air Force mission therefore may be stet- 
ed: "to conduct such air operations as 
will afford the greatest aid in winning 
the war." This implies that there must 
be prepared as a guide for these air 
operations an Air Force operating plan 
so designed as to correlate and coordi- 
nate the Air Force operations with the 
operations of other forces to secure ob- 
jectives which will be decisive in win- 
ning a favorable decision in the war. 

To secure an objective of this nature 
requires the employment of all the avia- 
tion necessary to accomplish the ynurpose 
under a single direction and in a coor- 
dinated operation. It requires for the 
air units participating, training in 

eace in acting together and in the doc- 
rines and methods of their esvecial 
task. 

On the other hand an air force of this 
Character, trained and operated. as indi- 
cated, is entirely suitable and adantec 
to perform missions designed to afford 
direct aid to ground troops, such as the 


: operation of Novemver 1, 1918, 


! 





in the 
Meuse-srgonne battle, described by Gener. 
al Drum, as soliows:- 

"Tan our attack in the Msuse-Argonne 
on Noveaber 1, 1918, the First Arny de- 
cided to use all its air forces to hely 
directly the greund battle. * * * Some 
8 kilometers beyond the jump-off line 
there was German artillery in a large 
woods. ‘This was bomoarded by our avi- 
ation from the beginning of the attack 
in order to counteract or neutralize 
the enemy's artillery fire. The result 
of that attack is well lmown. The 
Second Division by noon of November 1 
hac gone clear through tie center of 
the enemy, and after that time the 
eneny was in full retreat." 

The use of all the aviation as a com- 
bined force against a single objective 
of sufficient importance to secure de- 
cisive results is a s00d example of one 
ef the things soucht tobe accomplished 
by those responsible for the orgarizar’ 
tion of the GHQ Air Force as it exists 
today. To secure the most effective 
results aviation of the four classes 
umst be trained to operate in combina- 
tion as a team, and the leaders of the 
larger units must be given experience in 
peace in discharging their duties. 

One of the most important questions 
which tne oneration of the GEQ Air Force 
is expected to answer is: "What is the 
correct unit organization for squadrons 
and groups and for the troops which 
hendte supporting ground services in the 
various permanent stations of these Air 
Force units?" The War Department direc- 
tive to Brig. Gen. Frans M. Andrews, Air 
Corps, commending the GHQ Air Force, 
stated that the New Tables of Organiza- 
ticn for Air Corps Units, were to be 
tested by the Air Force for a period of 
one year, at the end of which a full re- 
port thereon wis to be submitted. 

The Commanding General, GHQ Air Force, 
has veen given authority to make changes 
in these tables as deemed necessary, pro- 
vided the total numbers of frades and 
ratings ere not exceeded. He also has 
been directed to submit a preliminary re- 
port on these Tables of Organization on 
or before October 1, 1935. These tables 
provice for a greatly reduced personnel 
in the tactical syuadrons and for Larger 
"mobile service squadrons" designed to 
support in the field away fron permanent 
Air Corps stations, the operations of the 
tactical units. All the personnel per- 
forming duties pertaining to the adminis 
tration and cperation of each permanent 
post are included in a single orgeniza- 
tion designated as the "station 
complement." 

£nosher early problem to be solved by 
the GQ Air Force is the determination of 
the needs in treovs of other arms, air- 
dromes, communications and supply for the 
support of intensive operations of the 
V-6787, A.C. 
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Air Force in the field in case the 
country is attacked. A great amount of 
data upon this subject has been secured 
during Air Corps maneuvers held in the 

ast. The Air Force staff now affords a 
continuing agency for the vractical ap- 
plication of suggested methods in actual 
operations, and details may be expected 
to be worked out with a sureness which 
a theoretical treatment alone could nov 
hope to approach. 

Bfter touching upon the experience 
expected to be afforded as a result of 
the policy recently inaugurated by the 
War Department of bestowing temporary 
increased rank to Air Corps officers 
commensurate with the duties they are 
performing, Lieut.-Vol. Reardan went 
on to say that the creation of the GHQ 
Air force fits in with the "Four Arny 
Organization" evolved by General Touglas 
MacArthur and that when Air Force oper- 
ating plans are completed they will 
provide for the employment of the GHO 
Air Force, either in whole or in nart, 
in any one of the four Army areas. The 
great mobility of the Air Yorce «nits 
will enable a prompt concentration of 
the whole Air Force at any location 
directed by the War Department or pro- 
vided for in operating plans. The or- 
ganization of the GHO Air Force Head- 
quarters provides a commander and staff 
constantly trained in the handling of 
such a combined air force and charged 
with a contimuing study of new meens 
and methods designed to make its opera- 
tions more effective. 

seep 


GENERAL PRATT VISITS SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The 27th Pursuit Squadron was recent- 
ly accorded the signal honor of escort- 
ing General Henry C. Pratt. Commander 
of the Second Wing, to Selfridge Field, 
upon his inspection tour or Air Corps 
fields within that Ving. Early in the 
afternoon, all available P=26 airplanes 
were turned over to the 27th Squadron, 
and this winged armada of 15 airplanes 
took the air under the command of Major 
James E. Parker. 

Breaking up into search formation, the 
Squadron vatrolled the aren eastvard 
toward Buffalo. Finally, an 0-38 ap- 
peared on the horizon. guickly assen- 
blying the unit by radio, Major Rarker 
ordered the unit to fly escort until 
Selfridge Field was reached. Unon ar- 
riving over the field, the unit dived 
on the field, announcing the arrival of 
the distinguished guest. Generali Pratt 
was particularly impressed by the ease 
with which the Squadron sootted his 
0-38 and made the statement that Obser- 
vation planes in the next war would 
have to be extremely alert to avoid be- 
Coming "Cold Turkey" for enemy Pursuit. 





CRITICISM OF MULTIPLACE COMBAT PLANE 


Pierre Faure, one of the regular air 


| writers on the steff of PARIS SOTR,in a 


recent article criticizes the use of 
multivlace combat planes on which the 
French air doctrine is based at the 
present time. He says: 

"Te French General Staff has ordered 
its air materiel with an idea in mind 
which can be summarized as follows: let 
us build planes or sufficient useful 
load and of sufficient speed to be rit 
for various missions: day and night 
bombardment, protection, long range re- 
connaissance, etc. 

This type of plane — the multiplace 
combat plane ~ has been studied and 
built by a certain. number of manufactur- 
ers and we saw at the last Air Show, 
Breguet, Potez and Bloch types construct- 


| ed under that program. 


What are we to think of, the "all pur- 
pose" plane? Is it interesting? 

The programs which led to these com- 
bat »nlanes, by reason of the various 
missions of these planes, have called 
for a complete armament, a vied peotoil 
nel, and numerous accessories. é man- 
ufecturers have built planes with com- 
plex installations, which are heavy and 
finally not sufficiently fit for certain 
of the most important missions which 
they were, originally, to discharge. 

If a plane carries three scarf mounts, 
it requires 3 men to serve them, and if 
this plane is to uve able to attack and 


| to defend itself, this leads to a form- 
| ula with a very small margin for the 


useful load. So that it was learned by 
experience that these multiplace combat 
planes are insufficient for long range 
night bombardment. 

The result is that the most important 
mission of a "retaliation" plane —-.night 
bombardment - cannot be satisfactorily 
performed by the multiplace combat plane, 
in which a lot of confidence was placed. 

Combat is one thing, and bomb ent 
another. 

& plane specialized in night bombing 
does not need an important defensive ar= 
mament. Personally, I believe that re- 
taliation planes would gain by not being 
armed at all. It is impossible to do 
anything. <A plane which has to travel 
far must carry as heavy a bomb load as 
possible and must neglect iis defensive 
means, otherwise its useful load dimin- 
ishes rapidly. 

In case of an attack by enemy planes, 
the crew will have to use parachutes df 
the situation warrants it. But this 
would rarely happen, judging from what 
we know cf night bombardment, as in most 
cases retaliation planes will reach their 
objectives without having to use their 
defensive armament. It would seem wise, 
in my opinion, to build heavy carriers 
like the Farman 221 and the sernard re- 
taliation. plane, moderately armed but 
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capable of fulfilling their mission un- 
der good conditions. / 

To edopt "all purpose" planes is to 
risk never haying the only vlanes which 
are really useful at the present time: 


==~c00--- 
JUNIOR BIRDMEN VISIT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Seventeen members of the Junior Bird- 
men of America visited Selfridge Field, 
Mich., on April edth, as guests of it.- 
Col. Ralph oyce, Post and Group Conm- 
mander. These air-minded young men, 
ranging in age from 16 to years, 
come to Detroit from widely scattered 
cities of the United States to compete 
in the National Finals of the Junior 
Birdmen's Model plane~building contest. 
All were district champions in the art 
of constructing miniature gliders, x0G 
and tractor flying models. 

While the birdmen were visiting the 
field, the 27th Pursuit Squadron. staged 
an air show for their benefit. Start- 
ing the afternoon's entertaimnent, Capt. 
Karl G.E. Gimmler and Lieut. Joe Irvine 
staged a combat directly over the field. 
An acrobatic team composed of Major 
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WASHINGTON NATIONAL GUARDSMEN PARTICIPATE IN WAR GAME 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


4 Red enemy force attacking Spokane, 
Wash., hub of the Inland Empire, was 
defeated in a war game on the morning of 
April 28th, when 400 officers and men. 
ey a gg in a command post exercise 

or "the purpose of giving practice in 
staff and communication technique." 

For more than four hours, four Obser- 
vation planes of the 116th Observation 
Squadron, <lst Division Aviation, Felts 
Fieid, Spokane, flew over the problen, 
executing communication, panel and pho- 
tographic missions. 

At Brigade Headquarters, American 

e, Wash., Brigadier-General Carlos 
Pennington commanded the exercise, which 
included the communication platoons of 
the Fourth Infentry Regiment, Fort 
George Wright; 16lst National Guard In- 
fantry, lst battalion; the lst battalion. 
of the 148th National Guard Field Artil- 
lery, and personnel of the 116th Obser- 
vation Squadron. 

For delegates attending the Annual 
Convention of the Washington Department 
of the Reserve Officers' Association, the 
problem was a closing Convention feature, 
giving seven hours' credit to all Re- 
serve officers participating in the 
proven. Lieut.-Colonel Abbott Boone ,of 

eattle, in charge of Reserve activities 
for the State of Washington, observed 
the exercise with outspoken approval and 
commendation. 

Two Douglas 0-38E planes from the 41st 
Division Aviation, equipped with SC-134 
radio sets, were in constant contact 
With the 8lst Brigade Headquarters and 


«~ 


“|the wooden ground, indicati 


|!retsliation planes. For France has none 
lof these and there is nothing which per- 
imits us to believe that she will have ay 
|in the near future. That is where the 

‘difficulty lies. 


James E. Parker, Capt. Walter E. Todd an 
Lieut. Pavl W. Blanchard followed the 
combat and thrilled the visitors with 
their perfectly-timed execution of diffi- 
cult acrobatic maneuvers. Major Parker 
tossed an extra thrill into the crowd 
when he half-rolled his P-26 over the 
edge of the field at 2,500 feet and, le- 
veling out the plane,, flew on his side 
the length of the Pield past the review 
ing stand, with his wings perpendicular 
to the ground. All effect seemed lost, 
however, on one young birdman from Georgia 
who mildly exclaimed: "What's the matter, 
have the cross-winds got him?" The show 
was climaxed by an aerial review of 15 
P=26A's demonstrating close "V," elements 
and flights in line, echelonment up and 
dowm, ard rat-racing. 





the 148th Field Artillery. Observations 
of front lines were made every 30 mimutes 
and reported by radio, to be verified 
later by overlays. 

A third 0-38 made ZO-minute observa- 
tions of the front lines of the 161st 
National Guard Iurantry and 384th Infant- 
ry Reserve. These positions were sere" 
ed by overlays after front line ee s 
had been displayed upon request by the 
firing of a red Very 

The fourth plane, photographic, delayed 
at Felts Field, which was the advance 
airdrome, about nine miles from the 
theatre of operations. Communication 
with this plane was through the Brigade 
Headquarters radio to the ground station 
at Felts Field. 

Three photographic missions of front 
line locations were called for in code 
radio communication. Actual delivery of 
the photographs to the front line loca- 
tions was made in 17 minutea, not includ- 
ing the time for coding and decoding the 
messages. 

Observers participating in the exer- 
cise learned considerable about "closer 
observation of smaller objectives on the 
ground "as considerable difficulty was 
experienced at first in locating the #4- 
inch square white and orange panels on 
the front 
line positions of the friendly troops. 
The observations were made at about 4,500 
feet above sea level, or 2,500 feet above 
the ground. The problem was spread over 
an area of less than. three miles about 
the bauks of the Spokane River, below Fort 
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George Wright. 

Excevtional practice resulted from the 
problem for all radio stations, which 
included a net of five stations composed 
of two radio ships, the Felts Field 
ground station, Brigade Headquarters and 
148th Field Artillery Headquarters. Spe- 
cial wave lengths were assicued all sta- 
tions, and all messages were sent in 
code for decoding purposes. 

All watches, including those of vilots 
and observers, were synchronized by 
radio from Brigade Headquarters, which 
twice moved its position during the 
problem. 

Major Edwin D. Patrick, Infantry, Reg- 
ular Army Instructor attached to the 
lélst National Guard Infantry, and 
author of the exercise, acted as chief 
uipire, and had as assistants Regular 
Army officers from Fort George Wright. 

The only organization permittea the 
use of pyrotechnics was the 41st Divi- 
sion Aviation, which was assigned red 
Very pistol for display of front line 
marking panels, green Very pistol for 
"acknowledge," and white Very pistol for 
"Ready to work with you." 

A special encode and decode was pre- 
pared by Major Fatrick. Smbols were 
created to designate all nills, bridges, 
rivers and creeks, houses, road junc- . 
tions and Civilian Conservation Campos in 
the area. 

At the critique which followed the 
gram, General Pennington declared tha 
much good resulted from the exercise, 
adding that "the officers from all organ- 
izations functioned well after getting 
the problem in mind, and we proved that 
our officers and men are ready to meet 


os 


[ 
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EXERCISS BY 56th SERVICE SQUADRON 


ooth Service Souadron will devart 
on Mey 17th from Selfridge Field,Mich., 
for a snort field exercise for the »nur- 

ose of limbering up trucks which have 

een in "cold storage" at that field 
since their arrival. The contemplated 
exercise, which it is believed is the 
first of its type to be undertaken 
since the organization of the GHQ Air 
Force, is expected to furnish much val- 
vable information regarding the move- 
ment of an entire organization under 
the new plan. 

These exercises will take place in 
the vicinity of Flint, Mich., and will 
include every officer anc man of the 
Squadron present for duty on the sta- 
tion. The equipment will consist of 12 
Dodge personnel carriers, one Ford 
field ambvlance, FWD 400-gallon gas 
truck for serviciag trucks and air- 


planes, gne Dodge s-ton panel truck, 
Dodge s-ton pick-ups, ©e0 Dodge 1lp-ton 
trucks, Federal ¢z-ton cargo trucks 


and a few motorcycles, the number de- 
endent upon those set up at the sta- 
ion at the time the Squadron takes the 
field. 

The Squadron will meve out on May 
17th and proceed via a roundabout route 
to the site selected, which will be in 
close proximity to sume airvort, and 
set up camp. On the 18th, all available 
airplanes of the First Pursuit Group 
will work in and out of the airport se- 
lected, curing the course of a tactical 
problem. The 56th Squadron will service 
these airplanes and make such renvairs as 
may be necessary. On May 19th, the 


any situation that might arise." : Squadron will strike camp and proceed to 
hroughout the »roblem the 41st Divi- |Selfricge Field. 


sion Aviation kept a close liaison with 


the ground forces and explained the sit-—| 


vations in which the aircraft could best | 
serve the friendly troops. 

Similar exercises are on the training 
schedule for the 4lst Division Aviation 
Camp on June llth at American Lake ,Wash., 
where a Division Camp will be held for 
two weeks. 

gh 


RADIO BEAM FLYING BY 11th BOMB. SQUADRON! 





The 11th Bombardment Squadron,Hamilton 


Mejor. Warren A. Maxwell will command 
the Squadron; Captain Morley F.Slaght 
will be in charre of supply functions, 
and lst Lieut. William J. Bell will be 
in charge of the convoy, with Master 
sgt. Bredvad and Technical Sgt-Forster 
in comand of a of the convoy. 


HeLIUM GAS FOR CAPTIVE BALLOONS 
A matter of interest with reference to 


the development of Lighter-than-Air 
equipment is the recent action taken to 


Field, Calif., is entering into an exten; furnish the First Balloon Squadron at 


sive operations program as outlined in 
War Devartment Circular No. 6, January 
e4, 1935. On Avril 18th, four Souadron | 
officers completed a 300-mile radio 
beam flight to Humboldt, Nevada, and _ 
four other officers completed a 600-mile 
radio beam flight to Yuma, Arizona. The 
training vrogram is being met with the 
greatest enthusiasm by all personnel ,and 
they voice the hope that more airplanes 
Will soon be made available in order to 
aaa the training yet more intensive- 
ye 





| Fort Sill, Oklahome, with Helium for the 
joperation of a captive balloon by that 


orgenization. 
the Air Corps Materiel Division,Wright 

Field, is collecting comparative perform 
ance data that would be of value in the 
design of an observation balloon intend- 
ed for operation with Helium gas. This 
marks a decided advancement, as hereto- 
fore captive balloons have been operated 
with hydrogen gas only, with the Coise- 
quent fire hazard, which is eliminated 


when Helium is used. 
= = 
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NEW HAWAIIAN DEPT. COMMANDER HONORED 


The 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Fielc, 
T.H., held an inspection, review and 
tactical exercise in honor of Major 
General Drum, the new Hawaiian Depart- 
ment Commander, on April 4th. The fly- 
ing equipment, personnel and motor 
transport of the group was inspected on 
the line, after which airplanes and 
motor transport passed in review. This 
was followed without interval by an at- 
tack on the Group motor column by the 
aircraft of the Group. The fencral ex- 
er te himself as well pleased with 

he showing of the Group, despite rain, 
low clouds and generally unfavorable 
conditions. 

In the evening, the Group with other 
elements of the 18th Wing gave a recep~- 
tion and dinner in honor of tha new De- 

— Commander at the Oanu Country 
ub. 
---000--- 


FIRST WING HAS SECOND CONCENTRATION 


Fifteen sky raiders of Hamilton Field, 
Calif., passed in air review on April 
13th, as a preliminary to the Second - 
concentration of the lst Wing the next 
‘day. At 7:30 a.m., on April 14th, 14 
Bombers, under the command of Lieut.- 
‘Colonel Clarence L. Tinker, took off 
from Hamilton Field to a 10:30 a.m. ren- 
dezvous over Cajon Pass. At 11:00 a.m., 
they bore down.on March Fielc to join. 


the second concentration of the lst Wing. 


In the afternoon they passed in review 
before Brigadier—General Henry H.Arnold, 
Wing Commander. 

On April 15th, the Ninth Corps Area 
Commander, Major-General Paul B. Malone, 
reviewed the Wing, of which the 7th 
Bombardment Group flew as a unit. At 
noon of the following day, the 14 planes 
of the Group landed at Hamilton Field, 
marking the end of the Maneuvers. 

en so Jeane 


ARMY DAY AT AIR CORPS FIELDS 


On Army Day, April 6th, an aerial re- 
view was held at Barksdale Field, ia., 
and the entire Third Wing flew over the 
City of Shrevenort immediately thereaf- 
ter. Very generous publicity was given 
the occasion by the local newspapers, 
and the Shreveport TIMES arranged an in- 
teresting and unique radio broadcast of 
the review, with a preliminary address 
by Lieut.-Colonel Millard F. rmon, com- 
manding the Third Wing during the ab- 
sence of Colonel Gerald C. Brant, who 
was attending a conference of Wing Conm- 
manders at Langley Field, Va. 

The 18th Pursuit Group participated in 
a Wing Review over the City of Honolulu 
on April Sth, as part of the Hawaiian 


Army Day Program. This was followed by : 





|_on ground targets. 


a Pursuit demonstration featuring a 
large letter "A" by the 6th Squadron 
ani Pursuit acrobaties by the 19th 
Squadron. An airplane from the Group 
was Cisplayed in Honolulu as a part of 
the Army Day Program 

On April Sth, the Sth Composite Group 
stationed et Luke Field, engaged in a” 
Wing aerial demonstration over the 
Island of Oahu and City of Honolulu in 
commemoration of Arm Es On April 

th, Luke Field and the oth Composite 
Group joined with all other militar 
forces of the Hawaiian Islands in 
ing extensive pity exhibits on the 
Capitol grounds for the benefit of the 
general public. The Air Corps exhibit 
consisted mainly of airplane motors, 
miscellaneous airplane parts, armament 
and parachutes, end attracted a wide 
attendance and very favorable comment, 


FORMATION LEADERS FLYING UNDER THE HOO) 
A ROUTINE OCCUPATION AT HAMILTON FIELD 


Inviting attention to the item in the 
Aoril lst issue of the News Letter to 
the effect that the 50th Observation 
Squadron at Luke Field, Hawaii, has bee 
experimenting with formations in which 
the leader flies under the hood, the 
Eamilton Field Correspondent states 
that occasions have developed at that 
field when the formation leaders were 
forced to fly by instruments alone 
through "“souny" weather as a matter of 
absolute necessity and not one of ex- 
ere or practice. "Accordingly," 

e adds, "it is urged by the pilots of 
Hawilton Field that their friends in 
the 50th continue zealously their expe- 
rimentation.” ae i 


eke P| 


AERTAL GUNNERY BY 7th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


The 7th Observation Squadron, stationed at 
France Field,.Canal Zone, completed its annv- 
al Gunnery Encampment which was established 
at Rio Hato, Republic of Panama, on April 8th 
Following the completion of the course, the 
camp was turned over to the 25th Bombardment 
Squadron on April 18th, weking ten days alto- 
gether in the field. A permanent crew of tm 
officers and 17 enlisted men was maintained 
for the purpose of camp edministration. Three 
officers commuted daily from France Field to 
Rio Hato at noon, firing in the late after- 
noon and early morning. In general, the fi» 
ing was good, considering the poor air cordl- 
tions on some mornings. All officers who 
fired qualified, five as Expert in the 
Pilots’ Course and ten as Expert in the Ob- 
servers' Course. Capt. C.W. Coushada made high 
score on the former and Major Wm.R. Mayer on 
the latter. Fifteen enlisted men qualified 
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COOPERATION IN MeTHOROLOGICAL SERVICE 


In a paver recently presented during 
the aeronauticel session of the Sth aAn- 
nual Greater New York Safety Conference 
by Mr. Willis R. GreEg» Chief of the 
Weather Bureau, U.&. Devartmenit of 
Agriculture, he stressed the great im- 
portance of cooperative effort on tne 
part of all agencies concerned in tne 
organization and use of weather service 
to promote safety in aeronautics. 

Stating that the Weather Bureau is 
charged by law with the respousidility 
oz providing meteorological service Yor 
all vnublic needs, Mr. Gregz added that, 
so far as weather service for aeronaut- 
ics is concerned, the three govermmeut- 
al bureaus with which cooperation is 
most vitally necessary are the War, Navy 
and Comaerce Departments. 

Prior to the Yorld War, the War and 
Navy Departwents had no meteorological 
units of their own, all weather service 
being centered in one agency, the 
Weather Bureau. The experience in that 
war led to a change of policy relative 
to weather service, its great imoortarce 
in military and naval campaigns leading 
to the creation of relatively small 
meteorological sections in both depart- 
ments as a regular part of their peace- 
time organization. ‘The service is of a 
highly specialized type, differing in 
many respects from that for any form of 
civil activity. The personnel engaged 
in it also have military training and 
status, with the result that these 
units will be able to functionat once in 
case of war. 

With the establishment of these addi- 


tional meteorological organizations with 


in the government, steps were taken to 
eliminate all unnecessary duplication 
and to make their facilities and service 
and those of the Weather Bureau mutually 
available and effective. Very complete 
observations, including upper air, are 
made at the air stations of these De- 
artments and on aircraft carriers, and 
he data made available to the Weather 
Bureau for both current and statistical 
use, 

The meteorological services of the War 
and Navy Devartments depend upon the 
Weather Bureau for the greater part of 
the data they require. At Washington 
representatives of the two Departments 
copy and chart the renorts at the Bureau 
itself. In other cases they are receiv- 
ed by radio and in still others by means 
of a teletype drop connected with the 
airway communication system of the De- 

artment of Commerce, with the resvlt 


hat the data from all sources are avail- 


able for the use of each service at es- 
sentially the same time. 

A ver: 
ed to the Bureau by the communication 
services of the two Departments. 
ample, the Alaskan revorts are trans- 


immortant cooperation is extend- 


For ex 





9 


by Signal Corps radio to 

ttle, Wasnu., whence they are dis- 
tributed to other points in the States. 
Similarly, the Navy Department forwards 
reports from its own ships and in many 
cases collects and transmits similar 
reoorts from merchant ships, particular- 
ly during periods of severe Weather con- 
ditions such as occur in the hurricane 
season. 

The most recent examnle of cooperatim 
and one of the most valuable is the or- 
genizaction in July,19%, of a network 
of airplane observational stations,com- 
prising 22 as against half a dcozen 
orior to that time. Avout an equal nun- 


|; ber is maintained by each of the three 


agencies. Those of the War and Navy 
Departments are at their flying fields 
and the flignts are made as a regular 
part of the program of training, with 
the result that very little additional 
expense is involved. The records se- 
cvred are elready proving to be of 
great benefit, although the period of 
their use is as vet too short to make 
possible a full appraisal of their 
value. All three services are employ- 
ing the so-called "air-mass analysis" 
technique in the charting and study of 
these upper air records of temperature 
aud humidity and from some results al- 
ready cbtained it is quite evident 
that considerable improvement in the 
accuracy; of weather forecasting will be 
realized. 

The Bureau of Air Commerce, Devart- 
ment of Commerce, respousivle for the 
sefety and efficiency of civil air 
transport, has direct charge of the or- 
ganization and operation of certain 
navigaticnal and other aids, the most 
important of which, so far as meteoro- 
logicel service is concerned, is commu- 
nications which, sradually developed 
into its present high state of effici- 
ency, is the medium through which 
weather revorts anc forecasts are pro- 
vided prommtly to pilots and others 
needing them. The chief difficulty,so 
far as weather service is concerned,is 
that of erranging suitable time sched- 
ules. There scems always to be more 
information available than there is 
time for its transmission. However,the 
problem is under constant attack by the 
two Bureaus, one working on the devel- 
opment of improved equipment and tech- 
nicue and the other on the possibili- 
ties of condensing of observational 
material, by code or otherwise, to as- 
sure the regular transmission of all 
that is needed by the broadcasting sta- 
tions throughout the airway system. The 
cooperative work by the two Bureaus 
constitutes a very definite factor in 
assuring as large a margin of safety 
from the hazard of weather as is pos- 
sible at the present time. 
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A type of cooperation which is gradu- 
ally growing and is certain to develop 
into « most iuvrortant feature of the 
whole weether service is that given by 
air traasport comoanies. After an air- 
way a been provided by the Weather 
Bureau with all accessary current infor- 
eabion and forecasts, there still re- 
mains the necessity of holding or re- 
leasing each plane as its scheduled time 
of departure arrives. in assumiag this” 
respousibility, air trausp port comoanies 
have come to recognize thas the dis- 
patchers must include, as an important 
qualification, a ver; intimate acquain- 
tamce with the detsils of the onathar 
service, if not a fairly cowpreheiusive 
knowledge of the science of meteorolozy 
itself. Some of the larger companies 
have personnel with i agony meteoro- 
logical training to meke then competent 
to apply_the service furnished 1 by the 
Weather Bureau to their own needs. 

Weather Bureau forecasts u usually cover 
successive periods of four to six hours, 
but the netcorological nersonnel of some 
of the com anies sv ippleuent these by 
more detailec forecasts zor each indi- 
vidual flight. 

Within the past year an arrangenen’ 
has been worked out with one of the air 
transvort companies in ac ‘coraance with 
which its pilots mweke notes of the 
weather conditions through which they 

ass,- temperature, heigat of base and 

op of cioud layers, occurrence ox ice 
formations, buapiness, rain, snew, mark- 
ed inversion, change in wind direction 
and velocity and anything else of speci- 
al interest. These dat2 are siven to 
the Weather Bureau's airwey forecast 
centers as soon as the vlane lands. 
Plans are under consideration for the 
receipt of the reports by radio during 
the flights. I*% is altosether probable 
that other comoenies will enter into a 
similar arrangement. Already important 
results are being re alized. 

The primary odligation in making 


flight is to get the vlane ard cares 
through safely, var comp:ratively = 
flights would ever be made in seme cabs 


tions if they were linited to really 
satisfactory weather conditions. Unless 
schedules can be kept with seasonable 
regularity, confidence breaks down and 
atronage ceases. Tt “besomes necessary, 
herefore, to "strike a da Lance® , to at— 
tempt cll ‘flights, except those when iv 
is considered that the conditions are so 
bad as to offer a real hazard. Decision 
is often difficult, particulariy in what 
my be called "borderiine" ceses, when 
conditions are passeble and ere exnected 
to continue passeble for the duration of 
the flight, yet there is a possibility 
of their changing for the worse suffici- 
ently to Wake flying difficuit or even 
dangerous. The problem is being render- 
ed vrogressively easier by the introduc- 
tion and use of navi abiouel and other 
aids, such as radio beacons, ranges, 


-1'0- 





markers and broadcasts, course lights 
and improved equipment and by the expeyj. 
ence of the pilots 
result that flying is now perfectly gafe 
in many conditions that formerly would 
have been considered decidedly adverse, 
There sre two essentials in solving 
this problem of sefety completely. One 
is that inforuetion concerning the Weath- 
er, voth current and expected, be detail. 
ec, accurate and complete. The oth er is 
that the pilot, or other official having 
the responsi o ility of ordering or Cance]- 
ing a flight, give due regard to the ip- 
forekion and forecast furnished by the 
meteorologis 
Ia e& study of aircraft accidents caus- 
ec. wholly or in vart by bad weather, it 
was xyound. that tae metecrological fac- 


tors most = requently resvonsible for th 
occurrence of accidents are as follows, 
fu the order of their importance: 

1. Ice formation. 

<. Low ceiling. 

3. Poor visibility, caused by fog, 
rain, snow, smoke, dust, haze, sand and 
dust storms. 

4. weary Pp precipitation. 

5. Pad field conditions resulting fro 
snow ice, rain, etc. 

6. Thunderstorms, squalls, etc., with 


attendant strong vertical currents and 
turbulence. 

7. Gustiness and turbulence near the 
ground. 

8. Unfavorable wines, causing exhaus- 
tion of fucei supoly. 

9. Lightning. 

During the years 1931 to 19%, incluet 
sive, the nericd covered by the above 


study, there were 102 accidents in schei- 
uled eir trensport operations that were 
definitely charged to weather. In 38 of 
these, or 86%, the conditions.as actually 
encountered were known by the pilot be- 
fore starting on his flight. tn the re- 


maining 14 cases, 14%, the conditions ac- 
tually encountered were more unfavorable 
than eXDCC" ted, some of them being due to 
baa weather locally between ooserving 
staticns of whose exi istence, therefore, 
there Was no way of knowing. 

In ¢ light of _What happened, especial 
ly in "the 88 cases when it was known in 
advance that sondit ions were bad, it is 
or course apparent that the flichte shouli 
not nave been undertaken. Yet in many of 
tnese cases tne conditions were no worse 
than on other occasions when flizhts had 
been ade without acc cident. This emoha- 
sizes the difficulty of making a decision 
in tlt "borderline" cases, and it empha- 
Sizes elso the great need of the closest 
kind cf_cooperation between pilot and 
meteorslogis Lbs That this cooperation is 
becoming increasingly well established is 
shown by statistics burnished by the 
Sureav. of air Commerce. In the vear 193, 
the uumber of ace idents caused by weather 
was SO, as against 35 for 1932, 25 for 
'193% and 12 for 1924. 

The approximate number of miles flown 
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in the year 1921 was 47,000,000; in 1932, 
52,000,000; in 1933, 54,500,000, and in 
1934, 41,000,000. 

In 1931, anproximetely 1,600,000 miles 
were flown per acciaent due to weather, | 
as against 1,500,000 for 193¢; 2,400,000 
for 1933 and 5,400,000 for 1924. 

From these figures we see that there 
has been during the past four years an 
increase in safety, from accidents caus- 
ed by weather, of more than 100 percent 
in scheduled air transport overations, 
considered on the basis of the number of 
miles flown. A part of this increase is, 
of course, a result of immrovement in 
other airway aids, but it is believed 
that by far the larger part can be at- 
tributed to the more intensive use of 
the airway weather service. Also, the 
weather service itself has been improved 
in many ways, chiefly through the expe- 
rience gained by personnel engaged in it, 
the establishment of additional upper ain 
stations and the adoption of improved, 
modern methods of forecastias. ~ 

In conclusion, we are quite justified 
in stating that, with impreved design 
end construction of aircraft, the perfec- 
tion of navigational aids, the develonv- 
ment of an increasingly efficient 
weather service, and above all complete 
and effective cooperation on the part of 
all agencies involved, we may look for- 
ward with confidence to a progressively 
continuing decrease in the number of 
accidents caused by adverse weather con- 
ditions. 


ins, selina 
LANGLEY FIELD WEATHER BROADCAST SERVICE 


A system is in the vrocess of instal- 
lation at Langley Field, Va., whereby 
weather broadcasts similar to that of 
Department of Commerce Stations will be 
made by the Post Operations Office at 
langley Field. This service will be op- 
erated on the frequency of the Langley 
Field radio beacon at zero minutes past 
the hour, during voor daylight weather, 
when night flights are cleared to or 
from Langley Field, and upon request. 

The Post Sed or Radio Station will 
guard 3105 Kes. (and other frequezcies 
upon request) for requests for weather 
information. This service will be in 
overation <4 hours per day. 

The following sequence will be observ- 
ed in the weather broadcasts: 
pig, Station; i Ceiling; S, condition 
of Sky; 4, Visibility; 5, Temoerature; 
6, Dew Point; 7, Direction and sveed of 
Wind; 8, Barometer; 9, Any snecial haz- 
lglg conditions of interest to the 
pilot. 

When a key in the Post Operations Of- 
fice is denressed, a relay to the Radio 
Beacon is actuated, o ening the plate 
Circuit of the transmitter tubes and 
temporarily silencing the Beacon. 


remotely controlled SOR-132 set tuned to 
Beacon phe wear £ The operations opera- 
tor on duty at his desk in Post Overa- 
tions Orfice broadcasts his weather se- 
uence and /or requested information. 

on releasing the key, the remotely con- 
trolled radio set cuts off and the 
Beacon resumes its broadcast. 

the operations personnel are being 
rained in broadcast procedure anc voice 
so that the pllot flying blind can hear 
"Ceiling Zero, Visibility Zero," spokem 
by a pleasant, modulated "voice with a 
smile." 

---900-—— 


AURIAL SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE EXACT 
POUNDARY LINE OF THREE COUNTRIES 


The 12th Photo Section, Air Corps, 
stationed at France Fielc, Fanaina Canal 
Zone, completed 65,000 multiple lens 
prints from 1200 TG-A camera negatives 
made by Major W.R. Taylor and Set. 
George W. Hawards on the border line of 
Guatemala, Henduras and Hl Salvador. 
These photographs were made at the re- 

uest of the State Department for the 
rbitration Commission of the three 
countries who are settling the exact 
boundary line. A 


88th CBS. SQDN. RETURNS FROM WEST COAST 


The 88th Observation Squadron (LR 
Amphibiai.) returned April 17th from 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., where 
four days were spent gag PE agian in 
maneuvers of the lst Wing (to which 
this squedron is attached). The flights 
out and return were made as Squadron 
air uavigation missions under the lead- 
ershiv of Major Calvin E. Giffin, Squad- 
ron Comiander. 

he seven planes making the trip, in 
two flights of four and three planes, 
respectively, took off from brooks 
Field at 5:30 a.m., épril 13th, and ar- 
rived at March Field, fiying oy way of 
El Paso, Texas, and ‘docson, Arizona, 
abcut 4:30 p.m., Pacific Coast time the 
same day. 

The followin: day was passed in 
criticue, flying practice review, and 
tne Wing Dimer, at which affair all 
pilots of the lst Wing were addressed 
by Major-General Paul B. Malone, Sth 
vorps Area Commander, anc by BSrigadier- 
General Henry H. Arnold, Commander of 
tne ist Wing. 

On April 15th, the entire Wing varti- 
Gipated in Mass Maneuvers and in a re- 
vicw honoring Ceneral Malone. Some 150 
planes, comprising one Bombardment 
Group, Hemilton Field; one attack 
Group, March Field; one Observation 
Scuadron, Rockwell Field; one Squadron 
from Crissy Field, and the 88th Squad- 
ron from Brooks Field took part in 
these maneuvers. 
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BARKSDALE FI 


Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La., long the 
proposed and nov the actual home of the Third | 
Wing, GHQ Air Foree, is rapidly becoming one | 
of the leading cross-roads in service avia- | 
tion. The Navy, Coast Guard and Marine 
branches, as well as our own Air Corps, ake 
frequent use of Barksdale Field's facilities 
in Zast-West crossings of the continent. The 
southern route for this crossing is becomin 
of increasing ixportance and, in mary instan- 
ces, shortens distences. 

As evidence of the convenience and import- 
ance of this field, the following data as to 
distinguished visitors during April is sub- 
mitted by the News Letter Corresnondent:! 

Major-General Gcorge S. Simonds, Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the Army, accompanied ty 
his Aide, lst Lieut. C.K. Gailey, :aade an in- 
forzal inspection of the new Third Wing at 
this field on April 3rd. The two officers 
were flying in an Ara Transport plane, pilot- 
ed by Capt. Hez McClellan. Tho extended in- 
spection trip taken by General Simonds, util- 
izing air transportation, is evidence of in- 
creasing air-mindedness on the part of Gener- 
al Staff officers. General Sironds inspected 
many Arcy fields, as well as other Arvy posts 
and installations during the trip. 

General Foulois, accompanicd by Captaiz 
F.A. Halverson, rade an inforval inspection 
of the field on April 4th. Cn April 24th, 
General Foulois, this time accompanied by 
Major Carl Spatz, again stopped at Barksdale 
Fielé, remaining overnight. 

Hon. Harry H. Woodring, Assistant Secretary 
of War, honored Barksdale Ficld with his first 


visit on April 17th. He expressed himself as 
well pleased with the field and the acrial 


review held in his honor. 

Captain Albert C. Read, who fle the NC-4 
across the Atlantic Ocean in 1519; Licut.-Col. 
Roy Geiger, Chief of Marine Corps Aviation,and 
Major Francis P. Mulcahy, veteran Marine Corps 
flier, made a brief stop at this station, en 
route to California. Colonel Geiger was fer- 
rying a new Vought Corsair Observation planc 





D BECOMES CNE OF LEADING CROSS-ROADS IN SERVICE AVIATION 


Mr. George S, Wheat, Vice President of the 


United Aircraft Corporation, arrived on April 
4th, shortly after General Foulois departed. 
dis pilot was Mr. B.H. Whelan, Manager of 
United Airports of Connecticut, Inc., and Mr, 
Philip Nevin was co-pilot. Mr. Wheat recently 
returned from a trip around the world, during 
which he visited many air fields of various 
sizes and prominence, aud he expressed himself 
as being greatly impressed by this Arvy air 
base. Several officers of this station were 
teken for a deronstration ride in the latest 
type Boeing 2-47, equipped with two double- 
row Wasp engines of 700 horsepower and new con 
stant speed, variable pitch propellers,prior 
to Mr. Wheat's departure on April Sth. 

Capt. John H. Hoover, Chief of Staff to the 
Commndant of the Aircraft base force of the 
U.S. Fleet, accorparied by Lieut.-Cormander 
Alfred Stuap, made an overnight stop here on 
April 13th, en route to San Diego. On the 
same date, Commander Alfred Montgomery, from 
Pensacola, Fla., ~°“ also enroute to the West 
Coast, spent the night at Barksdale Ficld. 

In addition to the largest landing field in 
the country, Barksdale Field comprises a large 
area of lakes, bayous and woods. This area is 
part of the reservation and provides machine 
gun and bombin;, ranges. The total area of the 
reservation is some 22,500 acres. Tentative 
lans of the Fourth Corps Area call for the 
ssigrment of two CCC companies for the are of 
he wooded areas. Each company will require 
4 buildings for housing, advinistration and 
messing. Last swrxr, forest and brush fires 
threatened a large postion of the outlying 
areas, and at one time several thousand acres 
of woodland were burned. This arca of woods 
anc lakes provides an ideal fish and gare sane- 
tuary. A limited acowit of fishing end hunting 
in season is now allowed, and by means of pro- 
per conservation met it is hoped to 
makie this feature the cause for many visitors. 

The present populetion of Barksdale Field, ir 
cluding familics of officers and enlisted men, 
is about 2,500. 


mM ct Md 
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TIMELY WAFNING BY ARMY PILOTS AVERTS CALAMITY 


The 11th Bombardment Squadron, Hanilton 
Field, Calif., received credit for another er- 
rand of mercy on April 15th. A troop of sea 
scouts had put out from a San Francisco wharf 
in two boats, provisioned with food reported 
to be poisonous. Upon receiving word of the 
situation, Lieuts. Aubrey K. Dodson and O.M. 
Nelson immediately took off, locatad the two 
boats on San Francisco Bay with neatness and 
Gispatch, and successfully dropped messages to 
the Scouts, saving them from possible death or 
Serious illness. 

---000--- 
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LIBRARY ESTABLISHED AT HAMILTON FIELD 


Chaplain Stanley J. Reilly transforzcd the olf 
frame building, originally crected as an office 
of the Constructing Quarternastcr, into a chapel 
of worship. Through his efforts, the people of 
the Bay districts hav: given of their books and 
rapazines to the soldiers at Havilton Field. “it 
this as a nucleus, he has organized a post libre 
ry with almost a thousand volumes. Ho is now 
the Post Library Officer as well es the Post 
Chaplain. Chaplain Reilly has also sponsored 4 
movement for the initiating of a Hamilton Field 
Club axong the children of the post. 
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RECIPIENTS OF THE DINTINGUISH™D FLYING CROSS (Contimed) 


Yor heroism while participating in aeriel 

fight. y 
Licut. Russell L. Meredith 
For hazardous flight, February 7, 1923, +ak- 

ing medical aid to injured men at point of 

death on Beaver Island,Lake Michigan, under 

extremely adverse and dangerous flying 

conditions. 








end Lieut. Uzal S. Ent | 
During the National Elimination Balloon | 
Race, starting from Bettis Field,Pitic:burgh, | 
Tae, May 30, 1928, the balloon was struck by | 
lightning, instantly killing Lt. Paul Evert, 
pilot. Not certain that pilot was killed,Lt. 
Ent, aide, endeavored to revive him at the 
risk of his own life instead of jumping with 
his parachute, 


Master Sgt. Ralph W. Bottriell 
On May 19,1919, at McCook Ficld, Deyton,0. 
he made the first jum to be performed by 
Army personnel with a monually operated free 
type parachute. 
considsred extremely hazardous. 
repeatedly jeopardized his life while making 
parachute test jumps from airplanes flying at 
varicus speeds and altitudes to perfect this 
parachute. By his untiring efforts, fearless- 
ness and disregard of personel danger, he aid 
ed materially in proving the precticavcility 
of the free type parachute for eirplane use 
Captain Hawthorne C. Gray (posth:mously) 
On March 9,1927,he attempted to establish a 
world's altitude record for the Air Corps,and 
reached 27,000 ft.; on May 4,1927,he reached 
42,470 ft. and on Nov. 4,1927, 42,000 ft. Af- 
ter reaching the ceiling on his last attempt, 
the supply of oxygen became cxheusted when 
the balloon reached about 37,00C ft. on the 
descent, and Cant. Grey lost his life. 
Captain Ulysses G. Joues, pilot 
lst Lt. Walter T. Meyer, Radio Operator, 
end Lt. Edwin T. Rawlings, pilot 
Staff Sgt. Hovert F. Summers, mechanic 
During a tactical training flight of 16 
plenes from Lrke Field to Hilo, Hawaii, May 
14, 1830, one of the bombers fell out of con- 
trol and the crew were forced to take to 
their parachutes, landing in a rough sea 
Capt. Jones and Lt. Rawlings, each piloting 
amphibian planes, landed on the water in an 
attempt to rescue these men. Owing to the 
high wind and waves, coupled with the nom 
functioning of motors of these planes, ef- 
forts made to maneuver them tovards the men 
in the water proved unsuccessful. However, 
by landing in close proximity to them the 
crew of a Navel flying boat was able to see 
the men and offect their rescue. 
end Lt. Irvin 4. Woodring 
end Lt. Wim.W. Caldwell,Res. (posthurously) 
On October 15-16, 1930, Lieut. Woodring as 
flight leader, accompanied by Lt. Caldwell, 
both piloting Pursuit planes, proceeded from 


«iS. 


| 

| juaping with his pavachutc, Lt. Moor endeavored 
| 

| 

| 


Juming of any kind was then | 
Sgt. Bottriell | 


Va.couver, Canada, under secret orders of the 
War Departrrent, to Newark, N.J., carrying doc- 
wuents of international importarce for delivery 
to a State Department agent at Newark, their 
receipt by the latter on scheduled timo being 
of the utinost importance. Extremely hazardous 
flying conditions were encountered in Wyoming, 
snow and clouds completely destroying visibil~ 
ity from the ground to an altitude of 16,000 
feet. Lieut. Woodring, carrying the original 
pavers, delivered them in time. 

Lieut. Caldwell, tlinded by a snow stom, 
crasacd to his death. 

lst Lt. Robert D. Moor (posthumously) 

On Suzust 23, 1931, during a formation flight, 
a terrific air current encountered oaused one 
of the planes to be thrown egainst the one 
piloted by Lt. Moor, damaging the tail group 
eni rendering it uncontrollable. Instead of 


first to save his passenger and repeatedly or- 
dered him to jum. The latter eventually jum- 
ed abl landed satcly with his parachute, but in 
leaving he unbalanced the airplane which inme- 
diately fell out of control, crashed and burst 
into flames, resulting in Lt. Moor's death. 
Pt ty 

Sergeant Frank D. Neff 
On the night of Dec. 3-4,1931,during a severe 
; wind ani rain stom, the Arny airship TC-71 
| broke from its moorings. Sgt. Neff succeeded 
in starting one of the motors but was unable to 
start the other fro. within the car. Realizing 
that the airship was not under full control and 
in danger of being wrecked and the crew injured, 
| he inmediately ciscarded the parachute, climbed 
' out of the car upon the unprotected outrigger 
of the wilcly pluuging dirigible, and worling 
in the jar’mess in this perilous position suc- 
ceeded in hané-crarking the left motor, thereby 
bringing the aircraft under full engine control. 


ist Lt. Cornelius W. Cousland 

While piloting an amphibian plane May 31,1934, 
in the Panare, Canal Zone, mechanical failure 
caused a porsion of the right motor to pene- 
trate the pilot's cockpit with such force that 
the co-pilot was fatally injured and fell 
across Lt. Couslaud and the controis. The 
plane started into a spin. Disregarc4ng his own 
serious injuries, Lt. Cousland ordered his pass- 
engers to retain their seats, and by his cour- 
age, presence of mind and comlete mstery of 
the art of piloting, mancuvered the disabled 
aircraft to a safe lending on the surface of a 
stump-studded lake. 





: Awards for other outstanding accomlishments 
Orville Wright 
Wilbur Wright (posthwrusly) 
Designed, constructed ani operated the air~ 
| phane which at Kitty Hawk,il.C., Dec.17,1903, 
| made the first successful flight under its own 
| povar and carrying a human operator, thereby 
| masing possible the achievements which are now 
‘ stirring the emotions and pride of the world. 





| Mrse Amelia Earhart Putnan 
| For displaying heroic ae F-- oth as a 
7 svi e A 


dealers 








navigator, at the risk of her 1ifé, by her non- 
stop flight in her plane from Harbor Grace, 
Newfoundland, to Londonderry, Ireland, on May 
20, 1932, by which she became the first and 
only woman and the second person to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean in a plane in solo fligut, and 
also established new speed recowds and elapsed 
time between the two continents. 
Air Marshall Itelo Balbo, Italian Air Force 
General Aldo Pellegrini, Itelian Air Ferce 

In recognition cf the Italian mass flight to 
the United States in 1933. 

AWARD OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO TEE D.F.C. 

Captain Eaker, Lts. Doolittle and Hesenberger 
were also awarded the Cak Leaf Clustcor, D.F.C., 
the first-named for service as relief nilot in 
the Refueling Duration Flight, January 1 ~ 7, 
1929; Lieut. Doolittle for performing a series 
ef acceleration tests with a PW- 


ercby securing scientific date of great and 


permanent importance to the Air Corps, and Lieut. 


Hegenberger for his valuable contribution to 
aviation in perfecting the instrument lending 
system. 


WARD OF D.F.C. TO U.S. MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL 


Lieut.-Colonel Thomas C. Turner 
Extraordinary achievement in aerial flight as 
Commanding Officer, April 22, 1921, in flight 


from Washington, D.C. to San Dowingo and return. ; 


Major Louis M. Bourne, Jr. 
In aerial flight from Miami, Tla. to Managua, 
Nicaragua, on January 14, 1928, 


Mejor Ross E. Rowell 


On July 16, 1927, in Nicaragua, leading flight 


of five planes in the face of tropical storm, 
conducted the attack in which the greater part 
of the enemy were destroyed, and saved the 
little gassison at Ocotal from clmost certain 
destruction. 
Captain Alton N. Parker 
Pilot on Degember 5, 1929, during a flight of 
exploration over the unexplored regions of the 
Antarctic. 
ist Lieut. Frank D. Weir 
lst Lieut. Frank H. Lamson-Scribner 
Piloting plane in attack egainst strong force 
of bandits in Nicaragua, Jen. 14, 1928. 
lst Lieut. Hayne D. Boyden 
For extraordinary heroism, initiative and ex- 
cellent judgment while in command of an air 
petrol in the attack against the enemy on July 
16, 1927, at Ocotal, Nicaragua. 
lst Lt. Basil G. Bradley, Executive Officer 
lst Lt. L.H.M. Sanderson, Engineer Officer 
Charles W. Rucker, Gunnery Sgt., Mechanic 
Extraordinary echievement in aerial flight on 
April 22, 1921, from Washington, D.C., to San 
Domingo and return. 


ibn 


Pursuit plane, | 2 
which wes put through the most extreme maneuvers; 2 strong force of bandits in Nicaragua on July 
Possible in order that the flight loads ixposed ; 22, 1931. and again on July 26, 1931. 

= the wings of the plane might te ascertained,! 


! ief Marine Gumer Michael Wodarczyk 
| Fou extraordinary achievement in aerial 
| flicht on Feb. 28, 1928, and March 19, 1928, 
j in Nicaragua. 
| or 
| Master Tech. Sergeant Albert S. Munsch 
| For extraordinary achievement in aerial 
| flight as pilot in Nicaragua, Jenuary 14, 1925, 
| Major Ralph J. Mitchell 
; While commnder or the Aircraft Squadrons in 
‘ Niceragua, he led six~plane patrol in attack 
‘against bandits in Nicaragua, June 19, 1930, 
| Captain Byron F. Johnson 
| In conmend of a two-plane patrol in attack 
|against bandits in Nicaragua in the morning 
jand afternoon of June 19, 1930. 
| —— ae 
Ist Lieut. Herbert P. Becker 
In command of a 2plane patrol in attack on 


lst Lieut. Charles L. Fike 

lst Lieut. John N. Hart 

| Piloting a plane in attecks against bandits 
| in Nicaragua on May 2,1950 and Jume 19, 1930, 
| lst Lieut. John S.E. Young 

| Piloting a plane in attacks against bandits 
| in Nicaragua on morning and afternoon of Jme 
; 19, 1930. 

Qn3 Lieut. Raymond P, Rutledge 
Piloting « plane in attacks against bandits 
n Nicarague on May 23, 1932. Located the crev 
f & plane inst in the dense jungles and for 
hree days until he was killed in an accident 
ver the juncles, mie many flights under ex 
tremely dangerous conditions to drop supplies 
| to the stranded crew and to direct a ground 

| patrol that was proceeding to its rescue. 


1 


| 
| 
lo 
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| ee 
Gunnery Sergeant Neal G. Williams 
| Piloting a plane in atteck against bandits 
in Nicaragua on July 6, 1932. 

Staff Sergeant Gordon W. Heritage 

Piloting a plene in attack against bandits 

in Nicaragua on July 22, 1931. 

Sergeant Hilmer N. Torner 
. While a passenger in an airplane on March 2, 
1932, at Sen Diego, Calift., the pilot becem 
ill and fell forwerd on the controls ina 
faintinz condition. Torner pulled the pilot 
from the controls and righted the plane which 
was falling in a spinning mstion from an alti- 
tude of approximately 2,000 feet. Although he 
had never flown a plane, Torner landed it with 
out demage and then administered first aid to 
the pilot. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| AWARD OF D.F.C. TO OFFICERS OF "J.$. NAVY 
| 





Conmander Robert R. Paunack 

Saving the dirigible C-8 from destruction m 
January 3, 1919, by fire, thereby saving the 
lives of its crew of six. 
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Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd (Retired) 

Licut. George 0. Novilie, U.S.N.N. | 
New York to France Flight of 1927. | 

Lieut.~Commander Ben H. Wyatt ; 

Alaskan Aerial Survey Expedition, 1926. Was , 
in command of expedition during entire time. 

Lieut. Delbert S. Cornwell 

Attempting to save the life of a passenger 
while maneuvering at an altitude ef 2,000 
feet, the left wing of the plane collapsed. 
The plane crashed to a corplete wreck, resvlt- 
ing in death of passenger and injury to the 
pilot (November 18, 1926). 


} 


Lieut. (JG) William V. Davis 
Dole Air Race, August 16, 1927. Was nevi- 
gator of the winning plane 'Woolaroc."' 
Lieut. Alford J. Williams 
For experimental flights during March, 1928. 
Obtaining data and developing methods of con- 
trol for airplanes in inverted flight; also 
putting planes in tail spins and observing 
action, from which observations he developed 
procedure tc be followed to get planes out of 
tail spins. Stayed with one plane in a spin 
so long that plane crashed. | 


Wallace N. Dillon, Executive QOfficoy 
Lieut. Eugene F. Burkett, Nevigator (Dec. ) 
Lieut. Richard F. Whitehead, Photo Officer 
Aided materially in successfully performing 

a hazardous and difficult aerial survey of 

Southeastern Alaska during sumer cf 1926. 
Claude G. Alexander, Chief Radio Electrician 

Alaskan Flight as above. | 
— | 
Lieut. Apollo Soucek 
Extraordinary achievement in the art of 

high altitude flying, establishing ori June 4, 

1929, a world's altitude record for seaplanes,| 

and on June 4, 1930, a world's altitude record 

for heavier-than-air craft. 


Lieut. 


Lieut. George T. Cuddihy (Deceesed) 
For his discovery of the principle of re- | 
gaining control of a plane in a tail spin and: 
for other daring ventures in the reali of ex- | 
perimentation which contributed toward ad- 
vancement of the science of aeronautics. 
Lieut. Hrory B. Bronte, U.S.N.R. 
In recognition of his heroic courage and 
great skill as a navigetor on the second suc- 
cessful airvlane flight from California to the 
Hawaiian Islands under extreme adverse weather 
conditions, Jul:7 14-15, 1927. 


AWARD OF D.F.C. TO ENLISTED MEN, U.S.NAVY 





{ 
Harold Irving June, Chief Aviation Pilot | 
Navy's representative and member of crew of |: 
"Floyd Bennett" which flew over South Pole on| 
Nov. 29, 1929. Pyrd Antarctic Expedition. 
Patrick A. McDonough,Chief Photographer 
William J. Murtha, Photographer, lst Cl. 
Alaskan Aerial Expedition during summer of 
1926, materially aiding in successfully per- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
15 


forming a hazardous and difficult aerial survey 
ef Southeastern Alaska. 

Thomas G. Reid, Chief Aviation Pilot 

(Bo sth:mously) 
Alaskan Aeriel Expedition, 1925, as above. 
Doyle Joseph Cavin, Aviation Machinist's 
Mate. 
For extraordinary achievement while partici- 


'pating in aerial flight from Coco Solo, Canal 


Zone, to David, Republic of Panama, on December 
14, 1933. 
--~o00--= 


SOME USEFUL "DOPE'' FOR THOSE GOING TO HAWAII 


The Wheeler Field Correspondent submitted 
some interesting information regarding condi- 
tions in the Hawaiian Islands which should 
prove very useful to officers now under orders 
ana those who expect orders for duty in the 
Hawaiian Denartment. He states: 

& To not buy any white or khaki uniforms 
prior to your arrival. A reasonable time is al- 
lowed for the procurement of the above, and 
Japanese regimental tailors can outfit you com- 
pletely in made-to-order style at a much more 
reasonable price than mainland tailors. Your 
minimum requiremerts here are as follows: 

1 white service uniform complete 

1 white mess jacket aad vest with black high- 
cut tuxedo siacks. 

Sufficient blouses, breeches, slacks and 
shirts of regulation khaki to permit you to 
present a good appearance on all cccasions. 

b. Bring a good tuxedo. Except when the mess 

jacket is prescribed, the tuxedo is worn ex- 
clusively during tite evening at social functions 
or av home. 

c. Dus to the large amount of over-water fly- 
ing engagel in by the Air Corps at this sta- 
tion, boots are seldom worn. However, for in« 
spections, ceremonies, etc., spurs are pre- 
scribed (Air Cozps lace boots excented). 

d. Move cverythine to Wheeler Field that you 
would care to toke with you to any mainland 
station. Bring yovr furniture, your piano, 
redio and books. In fact, bring everything. 
Veneered furniture is not arfected here any 
wore so than at any mainland station close to 
the sea. You will enjoy your nusic here as 
much as ever. Up-to-date model radios are ca- 
vable cf excellent mainland reception and, in 
addition, Honolulu possesses tro modern broad- 
casting stations whose programs ar? enjoyed 
throughout the Islands. Cur clinate is not as 
humid and damp as in most tropical locations 
so, again - bring your home with you. The 
quarters are large and you will not regret 
your decision to do so. 

e. Shoes are somewhat expensi 
& Ss 





2 is ve in Hawaii. It 
is recommended that you purchase a sufficient 
‘supply on the minland to suffice for a period 
two years or so. 

. The autorobile question arises. Your 

license (ycarly) will cost you cne cent per 

pound, so don't bring a locomotive with you. A 

Ford weighs 2,600 pounds - result is $26.00. 
—--000--- 

You sketch artists in the Air Corps ~ how 
about sending in cover designs for News Letter? 
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WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 

CHANGES OF STATION: To Langley Pictd, Var? 
Captains aches M. Giles end John ©. Upston 
for duty with GHQ Air Force, upon completion 
of present course of instruction at Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala. - lst Lt. 
Stuzrt G. MeLennan for duty with GZQ Air Force 
upon com): stion of tour of forcign service - 
Ceptain David R. Gibbs, from Philippines, re- 
lieved fron tcmorary rank upon date of depart 
ure, - Captain “alter Bender, from Chanute 
Field, for duty with GHQ Air Force. 

To Merch Ficld, Calif.: lst Lt. Robort M. 
Losey, fro: California Institute of Technolocy, 
Pase for duty with lst Wi 41. 

To Hamilton Field, Calis. : : Ist Lt. Richard 
C. Linesay and 2ni Lt. “illian Ball, from 
Crissy Field - iejor Clinton W. Hussell from 
duty on War Dept. Generel Steff to duty with 
Station Complement. 

To Chapman Field, Miami, Fla.: 
Andrews, from Bolline Field. Relieved froa 
tcmmorary rank Liay 19, 1935. 

To Office, Chicf of the Air Cozps: 1st Lt. 
Donald F. Stace, from Brooks Ficld. 

To Washineton, AE Captain Williaz L. 
Ritchie, from Scott Field, I1l., for duty in 
Office of Assistant Sceretary of “ar. Roliocv- 
ed from temporary rank, June 5, 1935. 

To Barksdale Field, La.: Colonel Robert 
Goolrick, froin Wricht Ficld, for duty as Sta- 
tion Complement Cormandcr - 2nd ee. Arthur 
F. Merewether, fron dvtv as student at Mass. 
Inst. of Technology, for duty with 3d Fj 

To Randolph Ficld, Texas: Captein Courtland 
Mi. Brown Paes Hawaiian Lent. for flving treain- 
ing with class coxrxnaciug July 1, 1935. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: Major Leslic MeeDill 
upon completion of prescnt course of instruc- 
tion at Naval War College, Newport, R.I. Pre- 
vious orders in his casc revoked. 

To Philippines: lst Lt. Janos F. Phillips 
from duty as stucont A.C. Ensineering School, 
Wright Ficld. 

To Hawaiian Departzent: 
from Hanilton Field. 
rark Mey 14, 1935. 

To “aed Angeles, Calif.: Capt. Leon W. 
Johnson from duty with 2nd Observation Squadron 
in Philippines and from temporary rank and to 
pursue course of iustruction at California 
Institute of Technology. 

To Houston, Texas: Captain Harry 
for duty as Instructor, Air Corps, Texas Nat'l 
Guard, upon corpletion of present course of 
instruction at ir Corps Tactical School. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: Ist Lieut. Senwel 
Vv. Stephenson, upon completion of present 
course of instruction, A.C. Tactical School. 

To Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.: Licut.-Col. 
Lewis H. Brereton from Panes for duty as In- 
structor, Command and General Staff So} hool. 

To Wright Field, Chio: Cuptair Pearl E.Pobey 
from Barksdale Ficld to duty as student at 
A.C. Engineering School. 
rary rank, August 1, 1935. 

RETIREMENT: Captain Frederick A. Johnson, 
April. 30, 1935. 
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i of the lst Balloon &q 


Assigamerit of lst Lieuts. 
Dudley D. Hale and Warren H. Higgins to Panag 
Canal Department - assigmment of Major Eugene 
a. Lohan, March Picld, as Instructor as Comanj 
and General Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth. 

PROMCT IONS: to_ lst Lieutenant: 2nd Licuts, 
George F. Kohoe, rank April 4th; Roy EH. Lym, 
ran: April Sth. 

DETAILED TO AIF CORPS: 2nd Lieut. Stephon 0, 
Fuqua, Jr., tc Randolph Field, Texas, July 1, 
1935, for primary flying training. 

lst Lt. Maurice C. Bisson to Hawaiian Dept, 
upon completion of present course of instruc- 
tion at Air Corps Technical School. 

(== 000--= 


OFDERS REVCEED: 





TEMPORARY PROMOTIONS 





To Licut.-Col. 
Najor Shiras a. Blair » ation Conplenant Cor 
mandor, Mitchel Ficld, N.Y., May 2, 1935. 
Captain Claude E. Duncan, Executive and Cpera 
tions Officer, lst Wing. March Field, Cnlif., 
May 2, 1935. 





To je captain 





Ist Lt- Boland 0.5. Akro, bee ceagon Station 
Complement, Mitchel Field, May 2, 1935. 
gnd Lt. Eugene E. Beebo, Thain 4, Ist Wing, 


Maret. Ficld, ae tas” , May 2, 1935. 

lst Lt. Alva L. Harvey, Flight Cormander, 49th 
Bomderdment Squadron, Laneley Field, ay 2,1935, 

lst Lt- Don W. Mayhuc, Intelligence and Com 
munications Officer, 3d Wing, Darksdale Ficld, 
La., Muy 7, 1935. 

lst Lt. Janes S. Stowoll, Director, clerical, 
A.C. Tachnical School, Chanute Ficld,May 7,'35. 


To lst Licut. 
2a Lt. David H. Beaker, Arvtaro 
Pursuit Scuadron, Pann 





nt Officer, 78th 


TiZRe 


24 Lt. Euborn P. Dellinger, Chief Inspector, 
Philipynine Air Depot, Mny 3, 1935. 
2d Lt. Aubrey K. Dodson, Supply Officer, 11th 


Bormbartuent Squadron, May 11, 1935. 

2a Lt. Fobort E.L. Eaton, Sunply Officer, 1st 
Borburdxent Squadron, Mitchel Fiold, May 2,1935 

2d Lt- Robin 3B. Epler, Cozzmications Officer 
7th Obs. Squadron, A 241 20, _— 

2d Lt. Flint Garrison, Jr., 
cer, 24th Pursuit Squndron. 

2a Lt. Robert L. Scott, Jr., Cozmmi 
Officer, 78th Pursuit Squadron, Panama. 

2d Lt. albert Y. Shepherd, Enrineoring Offi- 
cer, 74th Pursuit Squadron, Panoma. 

ea Lt. Norman D. Sillin, Armament Officer, 
29th Pursuit Squadron, April 25, 1935. 

2a Lt. James D. Underhill, Arvanent Officer, 
7th Observation Squadron, April 25, 1935. 


enetiignas 


fngincering Offi- 


cations 


Captain Ire R. Koonig, assigned as cozmander 
wuadror, was advanced to 
effective May 7, 1935. 

mew OQ Qe nn 

Cants. — J. Coutlee, Bernard A. Bridget, 
1st Lts. orge ¥. Hartivan, Millard C. Young and 
Daniel Fr. “Calishan, Jr., are relicved from tem 
rorary razk on dite of departure fror. Panama. 
Y-6787, A.C. 
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Y CATERPILLAR CLUB PASSES 790 MARK 


The Caterpillar Club, mythical in chzracter 
insofar as its status as a tona fide organi- 
gation is concerned, is continuelly adding 
new members to its fold and, so far as it hes 
been possible to ascertain, there ere ot this 
writing 705 names on its roster - 697 men and 
8 women ~ who were saved by the parachute. 

The mmber of emergency parachute juups to- 
tals 733, since thus far 28 men made to ex- 
ergency jumps each; one, Magor Frank O'D. 
Hunter, Air Corps, three; ani one, Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh, the High Potentate of 
the Order of Caterpillars, four jumps. 

There are listed below the names of those 
who made emergency jumps since January 1,1934, 
The accuracy of this roster is not vouched 
for, since it is well nich impossible to keep 
an accurate check on emergency junps made by 
civilian flyers. For example, only just re- 
cently, attention was invited to the case of 
Miss Babe Smith, who or July 17, 1932, almost 
three years ago, became eligible for initia- 
tion into the Caterpillar Club as the outcome 
of a practice parachute jum. The shrouds of 
the pilot chute hooked over her foot when she 





“bailzd" out at 2,000 feet, effectually pre- 
venting the opening of the main chute. Her 
strerious efforts to shake the shroud lines 
free proved without avail, and finally, at 200 
feet, she opened her emergency parachute and 
lande’a without injury. 

Some my question the propriety of admitting 
to menbership in the Caterpillar Club airmen or 
airwo:nen who made parachute jumps under such or 
similar circumstances, since there was no eir- 
crart failure during flight. 

Early in the history of the Caterpillar Club, 
when names were eagerly sought of those who were 
saved by the parachute to justify the existence 
of this mythical society, two men were admitted 
to membersaip who made practice jums and found 
it necessary to use their emergency varachute 
in order to effect a safe landing. It was then 
contended thet the main consideration involved 
in cligibilit; for membership was the fact that 
the parachute was instrumental in saving the 
life of the jvmper in the extreme emergency, 
and this policy was since adhered to in similar 
cases which followed - and there were quite a 
number oi them. 


ROSTER OF CATERPILLAR CLUB, JANUARY 1, 1934 TO MAY 1, 1935 











No. Date Neme Rank Place of Jump 
1934 

617 January 5 George Yeschke Civilian Pittsburgh, Pa. 
618 January 7 Edward W. Anderson 2ni Lieut. Air Corps Imperial, Pa. 
619 January 7? #+J. ¥F. Gauterbdine Civilian Vancouver, Washington. 
620 January 23 Beirne S. Lay, Jr. end Lieut. Air Feserve Langley Field, Va. 
621 Jaraary 23 Marlin Eddy Stafy Sgt. Air Corps Langley Field, Va. 
622 Janusry 23 Levin T. Miller Corporal, Air Corps Langley Field, Va. 
623 January 26 Stanton RF. Armistead Civilian Montgomery, Ala. 
624 February 2 Donald W. Eisenhart Flying Cadet, Air Corps Near Kelly Field, Texas. 
625 February 13 Dems T. Craw lst Lieut. Air Corps Wheeler Field, Hawaii 
623 February 13 Royden E. beebe eni Lieut. Air Corps Wheeler Field, Hawaii 
62? February 13 Charles BH. Anderson end Lieut. Air Corps Selfridge Field, Mich. 
623 February 16 A. G. Gaden Lieut. (JG) U.S. Navy Near Pesrl Harbor, T.H. 
629 February 15 S. D. Kamrar A.C.MM., U.S. Navy Near Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
630 February 16 C. FP. May A.C.MM, U.S. Navy Near Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
631 February 16 W. L. Gruber Aerog. lst Cl. U.S.Navy Near Peerl Harbor, T.H. 
632 February 16 L. A. Bowen A.M.M., 3d Class, U.S.N. Near Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
633 February 16 T. P. Goley A.M.M., lst Cl., U.S.N. Near Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
634 Feoruary 17 Ray Martinez Civilian San Mateo, Calif. 
635 February 18 John H. Gibson 2d Lieut. Air Reserve Mansfield, Ohio. 
561 February 23 Norvan R. Burnett** 2a Lieut. Air Corps Freemont, Ohio. 
636 March 9 D. L. Noyes Civilian Near Fredericksburg, Va. 
637 March 15 Paul D. Burker 2nd Lieut. Air Corps Near Edgard, La. 
638 March 20 Victor L. Anderson Flying Cadet, Air Corps Near Kelly Field, Texas. 
639 March 30 W. L. Corliss Ensign, U.S. Navy San Diego, Calif. 
640 April 3 N. F. Crumley 2nd Lieut. Air Reserve Winfield, Pa. 
641 April 3 0D. H. Baxter ond Lieut. Air Corps Winfield, Pa. 
642 April 3 W. G. LeTarte Private, Air Corps Winfield, Pa. 
643 April 18 Carlos L. Reavis Civilian Denver, Colorado. 
644 Ancal 21 Francis R. Drake Flying Cadet, Air Corps Neer Laredo, Texas. 
45 Spril 23 J. C. Pennington Flying Cadet, Air Corps Bracken, Texas. 
O28 Need lL 26 George A. Hatton Ensign, U.S. Navy Pensacola, Fla. 
fA? April 28 Hugh Herndon, Jr. Civilian Palmetto, Georgia 
€4 April 28 Ed. Sherman Civilian Palmetto, Georgia 
&4 April 30 Albert R. Jackson Civilian Little Falls, Mim. 
f° May 4 James 0. Foster Civilian Birmingham, Ala. 
651 May 5 David P. Levy Civilian Wichita, Kansas. 

ooh V-6787, A.C. 








No. Date Name Rank Place of Jum Tt 
oon ani emo) 
652 May 7 Gilmore V. Minnis Flying Cadet, Air Corps Near Kelly Field, Texas one 
653 May 9 Edwin A. Warren 2nd Lieut. ir Reserve Selfridge Field, Mich. san 
654 May 9 Joe Gonzales Staff Sgt. ir Corps Davison, Mich. his 
655 May 15 J. Stanley Holtoner Flying Cadet, Air Corps Near Kelly Field, Texas skil 
656 May 16 Willian M. Marks, Jr. Flying Cadet, Air Corps Castroville, Texas witl 
443 May 28 Neal E. Ausnan ** 2nd Tieut. Air Corps Chorrerae, Panama wel: 
657 May SO Nels 0. Sondergard Civilian : Lake Zurich, Ill. of | 
658 May 31 Frederick Y. Soule Civilian New Haven, Conn. 436 
659 June 10 Jeck A. Becke Civilian Dallas, Texas S 
668 June 12 Ely M. Kimey Civilian Schenectady, N.Y. Den 
71 June 14 Paul Hovgard ** Civilian Laneaster, N.Y. tra 
661 June 24 Herbert H. Mills Capt. Conn. Not'l Guard khutland, Vermont The 
662 July 9 David 8B. Young Lieut. U.S. Navy Winter Harbor Shoals,Maine the 
663 July 9 J. YW. Murray B.M., 2d Class, U.S.Nevy Winter Harbor Shoals ,Maine aft 
664 July 13° Frank G. Irvin lst Lieut. Air Corns « Wright Field, Ohio Gra 
56 July 24 Bernard 4. Bridget ** 1st Lieut. Air Corns France Field, Panam Riv 
665 July 29 Orvil A. Anderson Captain, Air Corps Eoldrege, Nebraska nec 
666 July 22 William E. Kepner Major, Aix Corps Noldrege, Nebraska had 
667 July 29 Albert W. Stevens Captaia, Air Corps Eoldrege, Nebraska out 
668 August 7 Henry G. Thorne Private, Air Corps Atlanta, Texas but 
669 August 7 Archie J. 014 end Lieut. Air Reserve Atlanta, Texas los 
679 August 10 Lester ®%. William 2né Lieut. Air Reserve Logensvort, La. SO 
671 August 20 S. D. Grubbs, Jr. 2nd Lieut. Air Corns Kelly Field, Texas ef: 
672 August 28 W. ii. Morris Flying Cadet, Air Corps Randolph Field, Texas he: 
673 September 22 Jemes 0. Sirmons Flying Cadet, Air Corps ‘Summertield, La. har 
450 September 27 Jemes i. Treweek ** Private, Air Corps Cumberland, Ohio 10 
674 October 2 Fay W. Clmstead Flying Cadet, Air Corps Mead Man's Gulch, Calif, si 
675 October 2 Edward J. Hale end Lieut. Air Corps Near Kelly Field, Texas an 
675 October 3 W. G. Mullins Lieut. U.S. Navy Near Guantanam, Cuba € 
677 October 4 Warren R. Certer Captain, Air Corvs Browns, Alabama hii 
678 October 9 Thomas J. Gaughen, Jr. 2nd Lievt. Air Reserve Waldenburg, Mich. | 
673 October 18 Arthur Prestridge Private, Sir Corps Redwater, Texas le 
6680 October 18 Leroy A. Rainey end Lieut. Air Reserve Redwater, Texas pl 
681 October 31 William D. Eckert 2nd Lieut. Air Corps Fox Hill, Va. he 
682 November 5 Rodney E. Jones Flying Cadet, Air Corps Fort Eustis, Va. eF 
683 November 6 Earle G. Harper Captein, Air Corps Bismarck, I11. ti 
684 November 6 Frank F. Berfield Private, Air Corps Bismarck, Il. di 
685 November 6 Joseph E. Daley, P Private, Air Corps Bismarck, I1l. pl 
686 November 6 William E. Browning Civilian Observer, A.C. Bismarck, Ill. si 
687 November 8 Julius T. Flock lst Lieut. Air Corps Fowlerton, Texas 

232 November 8 Stevens G. Bancroft ** Ensim, U.S.Naval Reserve Everglades,near Miami, Fla 

688 November 24 C. L. Smith 1st Lt.Minn.Nat'l Guard Diamond Bluff, Wis. ait 
260 November 28 Robert G. Chew ** Air Mail Pilot Scottsboro, Alabara +) 
689 December 12 Anthony G. Eubarks Flying Cadet, Air Coros Near Boerne, Texas 5 
698 December 12 G. S. Buchanan Flying Cadet, Air Corps Brooks Vield, Texas ' S 
691 December 14 F. L. Anderson end Lieut. Air Corps Pacific Ocean (San Francisco| a) 
692 December 14 D. R. MacVean Sergeant, Air Corps Tacific Ocean (San Francisc¢) t 

1935 s 
693 Januery 11 Charles ™. Well=an Corperal, Air Corps Prooxsville, Indiana m 
694 Janvary 19 F. R. Cook Flying Cadet Cortoro, Arizona ss 
655 March 5 Clarence D. Fields Staff Sgt. Air Corns Pescado River, Panama u 
696 March 6 John H. Price Sergeant, Air Corps Near Centerville, Texas n 
6S7 March 16 A. R. Radford Lt.-Comir. YJ.S. Navy Near Woodville, Texas 
698 April 4 John F. Guilvartin Flying Cadet, Air Corps Colton, Calif. 
689 April 5 Daniel S. Campbell end Lieut. Air Corps Pearl City, Hawaii E 
700 April 8 A. B. Taompson Lieut. | 78} U.S. Nevy Ramona, Calif. ; 
701 April 8 J. Eulme Lieut. (JG) U.S. Navy Rauona, Calif. 4 
702 April 8 H. G. Eolden Seeman,lst Cl. U.S.Navy Ramona, Calif. ? 
703 April 15 William C. McTonald Sergeant, Air Corps Ashland, Ky. 1 
704 pril 17 John W. Green Civilian Boston, Mass. : 
705 April 17 John B. Ackerman gad Lieut. Air Corps Kelly Field, Texas. 
Addenda 
1932 
49le July 17 Babe Smith Civilian Akron, Ohio. 
NOTE: ** Second emergency perachute jump. 
-18- V-6787, A.C. 














It is interesting to note that among the \ 
emorgency parachute jurps recently mde, tho | 
one by Sergennt Joh. H. Price, on duty et the 
. San Antonio Air Depot, not only constituted 
his first jus tat also his tirst accident. 3 
1S skilled pilot of severcl years' experience 
with practicnlly all types of Arry planes as 
well as with corrercial cratt, ne had a total 
of 63864 pilot nours to his credit, including 
436 hours on trousport plenes. 

Sgt. Price was veturning to Sun Antonio Air 
Denot from Barksdale Fieid, La., in a Bellaned 
transport plane with ri engines AS CULO. 
There were no passengers. While flying over 





ros . : . 

‘ine the heavily wooded country of East Texas, and 

laine after — under a small line squall noe 
Grapelend, Toxas, and crossing the Trinity 


River at steed: 100 feet, he was regaining the 
necessary flying reltitude for that rogion and. 
had reached sone 500 feet, vhen the motor cut 
out. Ho attezmpte? to dri ng the plenc down 
tut, finding this impossible, with ite rapid 
loss of altitulc, was forced to jusp, aiter 
some execed iugly strenuous ond hair-raising 
efforts in getting cleour of the craft, at 
height ostimted hy him, and also said to 














have been estimated by « ‘ihe asses, of about 


100 fect. Ho lz saded somewaat on his left 





f, side, sustaining sundry _braiscs, leccrations 
s and a sprained unkle. Theo fact that he land- 


ed in soft, loose sand:- scil so doubt s-.vod 
hia from more scrious injurics. 

The pilot had the wiisunl experience of 
lending first with his parach ite before the 
plane itself cars down. Fe snid eid 
happened so fast that he @idn't have tine to 
experience any particular ssotion or sensa- 
tion exeept th: at of terrific speei, but inme- 
diately on lending looked towerd . 1@ falling 
plane aad thouzht what a pity it wns that 
such a splendid shin was going to. erase 


4- 


Fla, Forced to "teil out'' of a Pursuit plane 
while flying over unfavorable terrmin when 
the engine failad to take on switching ove 

to the main tenk, Flying Cadet 7.R. Cook 
stated that he was impressect by the arthority 


. \ 
c18co, of the chute es it opened, he being only 200 
CSCC) feet above the zround. He was knocked uncon- 


scious on landing, hed no recollection of the 
manner in which ho hit, and ater he cane to 
“suffered from a bad case of jitters for a 
while."" Irmedintcly on coming to he could 
not revembor having gusped et all. 

During the course of acrobatic flying in 
Hawaii, the plane piloted by 2rd Lieut. Doneld 
S. Caspbell went into an outside spin from 
the top of a loop. His efforts to regain 
hormal flight proved in vein, as the plane 
would not answer to the controls either with 
the throttle open cr closcd. Unbuelrling his 
safety belt, he was immediately thrown clear 
of the plane. He stated he had no doubt that 
the parachute would function, but neverthe- 
less had a feeling of s satisfaction vhen ho 
felt the jerk of the opencd parachute. The 
chances are good that all the 705 Caternillais 
felt the same way whon they went through 
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their initiation isto the Club. 

Secord Licut. John B. Ackornan, student at 
the Advaiuced Flying School, Kell; Field, re- 
turning froma night flight, was forced to make 
a parachute jump, 13 miles southwest of San 
Antouio, when motor tr ae Geveloped. He re- 
leased a flure as ne > prep parstions to jurp, 
waercunon the motor eut ke wck ine Several mo- 
merits later the engine cut out again, end when 
he released another flare the enginc immediate- 
ly cut in oace morc. After eclirbin: from 
2500 fect to 3,000 feet, tho engine cut out for 
the third time - in er rnest. The gasoline 
gauge indiented thit he hs ad nluost 30 gallons 
of ap pub switching grom nuxiliary to main 
‘ane 9 xT¢ erel times brought no results. By that 
tir oe “as at an altitude of 1500 fuct and he 
pore Ss that he would be umadle to «ke the 
ficli. aa he juuped he stuted he experienc- 
ed no sense of falling. The jerk crused by 
the — of the parachute cansod him to lose 
both the ripcord end the flashlight he was 
oe ng. He lanicd in a siall bush which 
cheeltod the foree of his fall. 





Sergeant Willian ©. MeDoneld, a member of the 
faxous acrob::tic te: wy, termed "The Mon on the 
Fl: ying Trspeze,'! was initivted into the Caters 
pillar Club near Ashland, "y-. ° age flying in 
an sAvehene which the U.S. Marinc Corps hi id 
assigned to the Air Corps Tecticnl § School at 
Marwell Fielt. Fate decrecd that the engine 
shoul? cut ont while Set. McDonald was flying 
over terrain where 2 forced landing would be 
decidedly ushcalthy. He had no recourse other 
than to resort to his parnchute, avd dived 
headfirst gee ho left sido of th: cockpit ot 
1 altitude about SCO fect. Cloar of the 
plane, he goin tho ~ cora. "The fact that 
the chute had opeued,'! Sst. McTonald stated, 
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| was a very ploasont rer slizntioa.'! Upon touch- 
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ing terres. firma, he was iromdiately whisked 

off his fest and the chuake proceeded to drag 

him slong the ground until he was able sueces§- 

fully to tackle o coment mail box post. 
---9000--— 


S IN ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICERS CARRYING 


THME AS OR ARY INCHKEASE. D E ATK, 





on 


Captaii: Edward 4H. Undert.ill from pessaning 2 Of- 
| ficer, 81st Service § uedron, to duty as Ixtel- 
ligence and Onerations Officer, 40tk fret Sq. 

Fant. Otto P. Weyland, from Secretary, A.C. 
Adveneed Flying £ School, to duty as Intelligence 
and Cserations Officer, Ith Observstior Sqn. 

Capt. Jnacs B. Burwell from duty os Intelli- 
ag and Operations Officer, J9th Obs. Sqdn., 

o duty as Secretary, A.C. Advanced Flying 

p> Rae 

Capt. John T. Sprague from 49th Bombardment 
Sydin. to Flight Cormander, 20th Bonh. Sqdn., 
Lang] oy Field, Vere 

Capt. Robert H. Kelly fro: leth Obs. Sqdz, 
Brooks Fiel@, to duty as Intclligenee and Oper- 
ations Officer, 66th Obs. Squadron 

Capt. Herold M. McClelland assigned as C.0., 
! 19th Bomb. Grou, of fective April 20, 1935. 
V-6787, "A.C. 








FLYING BLT 
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Diy. blind over mountains C 
a dust stoma, in complete darkness 

Ate playing prunks with vadio bua 
nals and his fucl supply rumning 1 
V.V. Poupitch, Air Corps enlisted ; 
tioned at Brocks Field, Texas, : 
sert his shin and goles d in landi 
out injury to hirself 1 passenger in the 
mountains in Celeunton. ‘ieton., by spiralling 
around the linc of sparks of two flarcs, one 
of which he released at about 17,090 feet and 
the other at about 9,000 fect, the dust pre- 
venting the flares burning at ‘thoir usual in- 
tensity. : 

Private Poupitch, accompanied by Corp. ML. 
Sith, left Brooks Ficld on an approved eir- 
weys cross-country flight to Fort Worth,Tex. ; 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; Amarillo, Texas; 
Albuquerque, N..u.3 “Vinslow, Kingnan, Aztec and 
panei Arizona; El Paso and Midland, Texas, 
and return to Brooks caren eached Tucsor 
the ne day an? lcft the following aftornoon 
at 4120 pm, for = Paso, setting the comass 
course to 90 decrees to allow for a very — 
strong north wind. The next check point bo- 
fore darkness was rbout 2¢ i 
Rodeo, Ariz., at about 5:20 
at 10,000 feet, darkness 
veloped him, 

‘When I left Tucson, 
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" Private Poupitch stat- 
ed, "I had four hovrs' fuel. As the Journey 
from Tucson to El Paso was only a two-hour 
flight with an 0-43, I had two hours' fucl as 
a safe margin. In view of fo we 
training ead receiving suitable weather re- 
ports by radio at El Paso, having sufficient 
fuel and receiving the oncourse signal, an 
fully cquipped for night flying, I saw no 
niet to turn back to Tucson or to try and land 
at the first available place. As I approached 
El Paso, the weather reports by redio cnanged 
from four milcs' visibility to two miles' vis- 
ibility, ond cxtreme stetic whica tines 
completely cut out the El Paso radio beacon. 
This I later found out to be caused by local 
atmospheric conditions eLarged dust. 

After nearly two hours * clapsed from the 
time of take-off at Tucson, ostimted that 
my position was near El gs and began to 
concentrate on the cone silence. I beg> 
to receive a slightly eecohaen e signal, oat 
turned to correct for it, cli: mbing at the sare 
time to avoid hitting any mountains, ard also 
to have s better working aren with the cone of 
silence, in viev of the 
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the flying conditions. 

At 20,000 fect I was also blind and began to 
fly by instruments at 6:00 p.m The off-course 
signal began te prodominate; and it took some 
time before I hit the oncourse signal again. 
But then the signal began to woekcn, and after 
@ reasonable length of timc, I ws sure that I 

was 9o0tEs away from the station; so I turned 
180° and started back. I received the oncourse 
Signal again; the volume increnscd, even though 
I turned it down on the receiver, indicating 
thet I was going toward my station. When I 
began to turn dorm the fon tng the static in- 
creased. I had been receiving static on the 
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'and Corporal Gaith ani I climbed out." 
-20- 


IN A DUST STOR! 


1ing down the volwne, this 

e oxtcent that it proventel 
o beacon. Even though I main 
botk directions, I could not 
nec. Then I begen to fly 
neatatin if I could hit the 

4 an estimated intersection, 

faitine by tin re, the sam2 thing be to take 
place as on the erst and west legs: extreme sta 
tic, interference with radio receipt, all of 
which prevented mo from finding the silonce cong 
I then bogau to circle around to where I thought 
the cone might de, and gradually tightened the 
circle, out failed to find it. I began to ched 
my beacon map agein to orient myself in tho qua 
rants when I could receive the signel; and when 
I lock od up, I had unconsciously stellod the 
ship and was spir. I recovered at 17,000 
'foct and te sl gauge read slightly ahove 
zcro, and the artiricial horizon was out of 
sight. 
I conv2yed 


that 


ay “course 
he cone of s 

wae legs ns ASC 

silen 


ch hp ck 


Co 
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2on Pa) 
nz if c 


San 


saw oY 


that 
to the mechanic, Corp. M.L. Smith, 
i “ge no idea as to vhere we were, but thal 
06 fect which was sufficient to safe 
ly : ia DOSS sible mountains in the event thata 
prrac chute juzp became ncee vandet When I looked 
back at ‘orp. Smith, he already had the rear 
cockpit open, and one foot over the side of the 
ship. He ingaired as to whether I was going to 
juxp, and upon my reply thet I was not, but wag 
going to make an effort to save tho ship, he 
clinbed back into the ship and, despite my advig 
to jump, he statcd he would stay with me rogant 
less of conseguenc 
I dropped a flere 
account of the dust, 
of Light 3 the immedi 


CSe 
and it yred vorvy Little 9 
ee exhibited merely atlag 
in te vicinity of the flare 
I was hoping that it 1 would 1 cal auy possible 
mountain range er peak dclow us. Sperry ho 
riz £ function after the snin, and 
"a “We | vurning, 1t emitted a otred 
sparks w , vorticel line and I 
eo thon horizon. It indicated 
me that so long 4 sparks wore descending 
vertically I hed ti much altitude and that no 
intervening obs ions existed below. 

I spiralled ound Sita strewn of 
sparxs to avoid any , mountains, 
ete., which I would "ie raise rt ical on at- 
count of the visibility, and quickly lost my a 
titude. When tho flare burned out, i released! 
second flare at about 9,000 feet, whon I again 
suceceded in establishing a horizon by the lin 
and again desceuded rapidly. 

I had toth of the landing lights on when I 
uddezly approached the ground and estinated 
about 100 feet above it, in a dive anda 
The motor begax 1 to s sputter when I 
eveled off und preparcd to Saul in that oxact 
pot. I struck the ground once, wheels first 
Tho flare which had been above us, wont out ani 

bounced. I tried to 'jockey' the ship and 
ease it down in the darimess, sirce I was whol 
unaware, of course, of ut I might strike. I 

anded ond rolled for some distance, when I 
could feel the ship being stopped rapidly. Sud- 
denly, it noscd over. The tail came right dom 
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